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BRADDON SERVICE CENTRE 


A 


CALTEX 


(At The Caltex Service Station) 

All Mechanical Repairs & Fleet Car Servicing 
NSW and ACT Rego's Checks 
Approved Child Restraint Fitting Station 
Tyres , Batteries , Brake and Clutch Repairs 
Manufacturers Logbook Servicing & Fuel Injection Service 
Free Car Wash with Every Major Service 

36 Lonsdale Street Braddon ACT 2612 

Ph: 6249 8200 

Monday to Friday, Open Saturday Mornings 
P/Up & Delivery Available in Local Area 
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Jodi Ruckley tells us why the animals should roam 

free 


Tobius Halligan takes us on a voyage of 
jolly debating and argumentative drinking 

Singapore 


e (Butter 


Megan McKeogh asks the up and coming rock 
band what it's like since bringing out their 
acclaimed debut album. 


ff C hloe Persing j^plfrifis 

gender roles inJMilfernet 
subculfuSlli^^ 
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We love to receive your letters 
because they tell us someone is 
actually reading Woroni. You can 

send them to 

woroni.articles@anu.edu.au 

or even ring us - we’ll 
come and get them. 






someone bothered 



I chose the “State of the Association 
Address” (p . 6. Issue 2, Volume 56, 
2004 - Ed) page to find errors. 

1. “Welcome back again! (if I 
haven’t welcomed you already).” 

The parenthetic aside either needs 
to be with the sentence before it or a 
sentence of its own. The exclamation 
mark should be put after the brackets. 

2. “ANU students now have access 
to FREE legal advice that’s FREE 
(I.e. not having to engage in any sort 
of financial detriment) FREE!” 

Firstly, i.e is never I.e. but i.e. 
Secondly, removing the parentheses 
the sentence reads: “ANU students 
now have access to FREE legal 
advice 

that’s FREE FREE!” Hopefully, the 
inelegance of the repeated word is 
self-evident. 

3. “(For a number of reasons.)” 

This is not a sentence inasmuch that it 
doesn’t contain a verb. (Well, strictly 
speaking both number and reasons 
can be used as verbs, they just aren’t 





•MW 


a’- 

1 



in this ‘sentence’.) Decapitalise 
“For” and place exclamation 
mark after the 
brackets. 

4. “Very soon, we hope to post 
up a report on our website that 
outlines very simply, the reforms 
in their enitrety...” 

The role of ‘very simply’ in this 
sentence is hard to define. It 
either needs to have commas 
on both sides, or no commas at 
all. By placing it in commas, 
you emphasise the fact that the 
reforms will be outlined simply. 
With no commas, you don’t 
emphasise the simplicity. With 
one comma, you confuse the 
well-trained reader. 

(Interesting to note, the same 
applies for “in its entirety”, which 
luckily had no commas) 

5. “For now, all that you need to 
know is that our Council met in 
December last year and (unlike 
most University Councils 
around the country) it passed a 

Resolution 


stating...” 

The use of brackets in this 
sentence is somewhat odd. 
Brackets, or parentheses, are 
usually used to add authorial 
asides. However, in this sentence, 
the parenthesised information is 
a clarifying statement, and would 
be better suited to comma usage. 

Hopefully, this has served its 
purpose, and you have enjoyed 
reading it as much as I have 
enjoyed writing it. 

Cheers, 

James Higgins 

RS. Does the comic (p. 26. Issue 
2, Volume 56, 2004 - Ed) illustrate 
that the police are powerless 
against the real problems and they 
have to attack small problems in 
order to 

identify with some scale of 
success? 



1 

I ►'-“-r 
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The picture on the left is hidden somewhere 
else in this magazine. If you are the first 
person to email us at woroni. articles@anu.e 
du.au with the location of this issue's Wally 
then you can win a free CD, book or 
bottle of Passion Pop! 

^ w-. Good old Ariel Sharon. He killed 
I someone and made them a martyr 
M for future suicide bombers while 

I simultaneously being condemned 

f by the rest of the world. ..including 

j the USA. Also he has a silly 

surname. For that reason, Sharon is 
this issue's Wally. Congratulations! 
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Editorial 



I hope you’ve settled in to first term, particularly since there’s only a week left. It certainly goes quickly, doesn’t it? Moving from shallow 
conversational natter to Woroni, which of course is what you want to hear about, this issue is good. And we’re not just saying that because 
we write it... well, maybe we are. So what about some proof to show we only have limited bias? Well, as my fellow editor is talking about 
hairy backs far too much (see cover(s) if you don’t know what I’m talking about), I’ll try and give you some. 

This issue, to use an expression which has become overused, (but not by us, so we’ll use it) is feature-packed, that is, packed with 
features (even though each is shorter than usual so it’s a bit of a false gift.) We have four and a half features; an interview with the band 
The Butterfly Effect (page 34), a feature continuing our theme of our knowledge of your activities last summer by someone who went to the 
World Debating Championships in Singapore (page 20), an article about something relating to gender and internet subculture (page 26) a 
piece about animal liberation (page 17) and a semi-feature vox pop on page 30 (that’s half a regular, half a feature.) 

As well as that we've got all the regular standard orthodoxy; opinion, news, satire, reviews and I think a letter, oh, and many ads to help 
pay for the ridiculous cost of full colour (although we didn’t come close to covering costs.) 

Now if you regularly read my editorial you might have noticed a pattern whereby I rant about a topical issue and then apologise for my 
conceitedness - well, this issue I won’t be doing that, I'll be writing without an apology, actually, no, doing the vox pop exhausted me and 
nothing raised my ire enough to rant about. 

If you want to contribute for the next issue get your contributions in by the first few days of the holidays - there’s no excuse for boredom 
any more (at least for the first few days) - issue 4 will be out on the first day of next term. Oh yeah, I almost forgot, anyone can’t not get 
involved, or something like that. /2L • ( " '■ 


ill - / J j fj fr. /■ A Mg 

Sorry for all the parentheses and have a good holiday, 

imm ml 


Sincerely, 

A) CUiV 


or/tsey 





A : A:$% 




I had this idea. Well actually a friend of mine had this idea. Anyway there was thisidea.The idea was that it ’would be funny to 
juxtapose the front cover of a chick with a tattoo with a big, hairy man with the same tattoo on the back cover. Most people I told 
this at least smirked at the idea. The trouble was finding a willing specimen. 

No person that fit the criteria was willing to have a photo taken of them. It appears that a person’s weight may be inversely 
proportional to their self-esteem (I knew I wasn’t getting a photo taken of my back). I thought I had made a breakthrough and 
something that was definitely thesis worthy. Unfortunately most people I talked to seemed to be quite aware of this hypothesis. 
To fulfill my goal I conjured up some wacky ideas. One was to go to the Civic pool, find an appropriate person, and fire away. 
However someone told me that this may be an invasion of privacy or some such. Another was simply, while we conducted the 
Vox Pop (p. 30), to ask people if we could take a photo of their bare back. However most people were reluctant to even do the Vox 
Pop that I thought asking them to be half-naled might be one step too far. 

For some reason my thoughts began to move from big and hairy to old. Yeah, an old man’s back, that would be funny... and 
probably quite blood spotty and repulsive. I was going to ask Don (Our SA legal advisor) but he wasn’t around. I then started to 
get a little excited and considered going up to every male lecturer I could find to ask them to take their shirt off. 

With this intention I headed out into Union only to hear someone saying “Hello” very loudly. It was coming from the Uni Bar. It 
was the sound check for that night’s band, the Resin Dogs. My mind latched on to a word, my salvation: “Roadies”. I scrapped the 
lecturer idea and headed to the Uni Bar. 

Upon entering the bar I nearly wept with joy. I was surrounded by middle-aged men with beer gits that would give a woman in 
their third trimester a run for their money. There was one guy of Italian or Greek origin that fit the bill perfectly. I was elated 
but also patient. I sat down at the couches and waited for a moment when I could accost one of the gentlemen. Matt, the fill-in 
drummer for the Resin Dogs, told me to come back in about an hour when they had finished sound check and the roadies would 
be free. 

I returned an hour and a half later and the wanted roadies were just sitting outside the Union. I approached and told them what 
I wanted. Two of the three roadies didn’t want anything to do with it. However, the one that I wanted, the Mediterranean dude, 
was more than happy to. (“Hey, I’ve been half naked on Channel V, so what will this matter” was his response) 

I had the photo! I was so happy. However, any attempt at putting the tattoo on his back in Photoshop just wasn’t happening. 
Frankly it looked absolutely shithouse. Despite all my best efforts, the back cover could not be a big, hairy man. So instead we 
put Steph on the back as well. If you want to see the roadie, he is the distorted picture on the contents. Oh well, at least it filled 
up my editorial space. 

Have a good break people, 


A) CL/tV Brfo) 


JVraftcA ii 
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Mate y me /^ssrcmiuHv /\d dress 

Wassup Australian National Universitarianites! (I tfilnk that’s what we’re called these days). 


Hope term 1 has been cruising along without hitch or hiccup and everyone has settled into a rigorous rhythm of study, meditation and focus. As 1 1 
promised earlier in the year, much has been happening in and around University and at ACT and Federal Government levels re: Student issues. 

A couple of weeks ago, MLA for the ACT Legislative Assembly, Karin Macdonald tabled a motion calling for the ACT Parliament to recognise the? 
ridiculously low levels of student income support and the financial burdens on students. Karin’s motion also called on the Federal Government ^ 
to review its levels and eligibility criteria for Youth Allowance, Austudy and Abstudy. We (ANUS A) threw our full support behind the motion and 
it is scheduled to be debated in the ACT legislative assembly. Please check the ACT Parliament website (http://www.act.gov.au/index.jsp) for r ^ 5 
developments on this. • •. 


Following this, A Senate inquiry was announced in Federal Parliament on March 17th. The inquiry is set to occur over the next 6 months an 
investigate issues' concerning student income and student income support. The inquiry is the result of (amongst other things) a push by Australia 
Democrats' Senator, Natasha Stott Despoja, for the Government to review student income. Again, ANUSA supports this initiative and will be : 
making a formal submission to the Inquiry. ' . 

What comes through very clearly through all of this is the issue of the financial welfare of students. According to a survey, 80% of us at the aF" 
engage in paid employment. According to the AVCC (Australian Vice Chancellor’s Commission) 78.2% of Australian Students live in debt 
top it all off, Youth Allowance and Austudy payments are considerably lower than the national poverty line. The bottom line: Students' are nbt ben 
adequately supported by the Government — > it’s affecting our education — > it’s affecting the quality of the contribution we can have|to society | 
after we graduate. There are a heap of misconceptions out there that university students have it easy: 'All we do is drink and party and get 
outs and our jobs provide for sooped up cars, CDs, drinking money, holidays and overly expensive clothing that, looks like we bought itfrofeaSf'f'l 
garage sale for 50 cents a piece.' Now let’s be honest with ourselves. ..elements of these misconceptions can be sometimes partially true ift.SOM 
cases. However, as far as I'm concerned, this doesn't change the bottom line: that the Government is failing to adequately support the future 5f | 
Leaders, Parents, Workers, Professionals and Representatives of this country (Students and Young Australians). ANUSA will launch a policy foci 
this year to: 


1 . Stamp out the misconceptions about Students in Media, Government, 

University and Societal circles, . 

2. Draft submissions and lobby MPs to ensure that the Senate Inquiry going 
ahead this year is not just a skin deep political stunt to win. votes.^' ^i^^ 


We will be conducting a campus wide survey on the financial burdens on students 
(amongst a number of other student and University issues). Your support in particjpi 
this survey would be greatly appreciated and we look forward to your input. Please: 
your eyes out for it. 

Apart from that, the ANUSA has been motoring along quite well thus far. We are all settled : 
in well and all systems are go: the Departments are firing, our new Legal officer (Don) is 
being kept busy, Bronwyn (our welfare officer) is cheery and busy, Woroni and ISSANU 
are on the bail as always and your Executive is flat out. We're all workin for ya... .don’t ' ; 
forget it! , . :-v '‘y; 

.yj-i 

I guess that’s about it for now. This is the time of year when we realise how far behindY 
we are in classes and some of us begin pre-cramming cramming for mid-year exams. 'V ;|| 
Remember lo relax, refresh and rejuvenate whenever you need to and drop into the SA if ;i 
there's anything we can help you with. I wish you all a happy Easter and a chilled out MidiJ 


Semester Break. 


Mr. President is your friend stay Beautiful! 


a/s/u 


si 


(t/lS/!t 
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This year, Amnesty International has launched Stop Violence Against 
Women campaign. The ANU Students' Association Women's 
Department wants to help by providing ACT crisis accommodation 
centres for women and children escaping domestic violence with 
teddy bears for children and toiletry packs for women. In order to 
do this, we are holding a Teddy Bears' Picnic on Tuesday, the 1 st of 
June, 2004. Money raised will go towards purchasing teddy bears 
and supplies for toiletry packs. 

Why children and domestic violence? 

Children and young people who have witnessed domestic violence 
have often been called the “silent or forgotten victims”. Research 
shows that around 90% of children from violent families directly 
witness the violence and that children often recall detailed events 
that they were not supposed to have witnessed. In addition to 
seeing, hearing or directly experiencing domestic violence, children 
can be traumatised by the aftermath of a violent event such as their 
mother needing medical assistance; police intervention; and leaving 
home, friends and school. 

Why teddy bears/ toiletry packs? 

Women and children escaping domestic violence often do so at 
a moment’s notice, leaving without personal belongings and the 
comforts of home. Many of the resources that women and children 
in crisis care rely on are second-hand, begged and borrowed, and 
temporary. The gift of a new teddy bear gives children something 
special that is their's to keep. In such an emotionally turbulent time, 
the constancy provided by a soft cuddly toy can offer welcome 
reassurance. 

Similarly, the women arriving at domestic crisis accommodation 
services often have little or nothing with them. The provision of a 
toiletry pack containing soap, shampoo and conditioner, a toothbrush 
and toothpaste, hairbrush, hair-ties and sanitary products can be a 
small blessing at this difficult time. 

What can you do to help? 

We need as much support as possible for this important fund- 
raising event. We need contributions of picnic supplies, toiletries 
and teddy bears. We also greatly appreciate financial support 
towards this worthy cause. 

If you feel that you or someone you know can contribute to the 
Teddy Bears' Picnic, please contact me (Amanda) on 6125 9868 or 
email sa.womens@anu.edu.au . Also do not hesitate to contact me 
if you would like further information or would like to get involved. 



Educating The Masses 


Another year, another cut to higher education. That's the way it seems under 
this Liberal Government that has cut $5 billion from higher education since 
they were elected in 1996. but there is something you can do about it ... get 
active in the ANU Education Department! 

Late last year the Liberals passed through Parliament the most regressive 
legislation relating to higher education since the introduction of HECS; the 
legislation promises the partial deregulation of HECS, increased fees, and 
the introduction of full fee-paying places which means that those that don’t 
achieve a HECS place and can afford it will be able to buy their way into 
university. 

At ANU we are in a unique situation, in that our University Council (or it’s 
student-friendly part anyway) has committed to not raising fees, and to 
not allowing the introduction of domestic fee-paying places here. A real 
commitment to accessible and quality education and student welfare is 
demonstrated by this decision, and it is one that we support whole-heartedly, 
but one that doesn’t mean that we can sit back and bask in the glory of 
accessible education. 

Students at ANU still face a lifetime of debt - student debt in Australia has 
risen to more than $9 billion, and 65% of women will never pay off their HECS 
debt. Youth Allowance isn’t enough to feed a dog, and students are being 
forced to work more and more to support themselves, often in low-paid and 
casual work. Accessible education is about more than a university place, and 
there is more work to be done to achieve it. 

In this, an election year, there is more work than ever because even on a 
progressive campus such as ANU there are still barriers to education for 
most students. This is an opportunity to make public education and student 
welfare an election issue, and to fight for a quality, accessible and affordable 
education system. 

The campaign will take a lot though, and we need help to do it. The National 
Union of Students has launched a national education campaign, the Fight 
the Fees campaign, in which the ANU Education Department is involved. 

On the March 31 we launched the Education Department Handbook, a free 
publication produced by the ANU Education Collective, that discusses all the 
issues facing higher education today, and what we should be doing about 
it ... make sure you pick one up and find out what’s going on in education 
activism! 

The Education Department, and more specifically the Education Collective, 
is the activist group on campus that organises the campaigns run throughout 
the year in defence of higher education, and in support of quality and 
accessible education for all. It’s open to all undergraduate students, so if 
you're interested in getting involved in the campaign to save higher education, 
come along to one of our meetings, held in the Students’ Association on 
Mondays at 11am. 

Don't just get angry about attacks on your education. Get involved! 






It s been stupidly busy in the Sexuality Department lately. Here s some of 
what s been happening: 

SCO Network 

A team of queer and queer-friendly volunteers from around the university 
have been trained as Sexuality Contact Officers - people who are available 
for a chat or referral about sexuality related issues. To get in contact 
with one, contact the Sexuality Department or see a list of SCOs at 
sa.anu.edu.au/sexdep/sco 


DVD Player Competition .r^^. 

The department s DVD player competition is set to close on the 8 th April. 

All you have to do to enter is think of a creative name for the Queer Space 
(lower-ground floor, Crisp building). Entry forms and the entry box are 
available in the Queer Space, or send you name, phone number and entry 
to sfiXdep_@.aau^du.aLt by the. closing date. If - 

Jellybabies Committee ’ ,s ... 

I would like to introduce the new Jellybabies committee, .in particular: 
Lukas, president; Laura, Treasurer; and Leo, Secretary. I m sure they II 
be organising many social events through the year. For more information, 
contact them at jeJlybabifi5Cl.ub:.owG.ei_@yahoogroup5J^m- 


H 


Pride Week 2004 

This year, Pride Week will be a cross-campus week with UC and CIT 
involved. I II let you know as soon as a program is available. Its set to be 
an even bigger week than last year. 


Contact the Sexuality Department any time on 6125 8514 or 

s8xdep.@_apu J edtLa u. 


-U 
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In brief 



Students clash with police as 
Monsh decides to raise fees 

ANU GIVEN GIANT MAGNET - 
SCIENTISTS VERY EXCITED 

New undergraduate policy to 

HELP STRUGGLING STUDENTS 

La Trobe and Griffith 
Unversities decide to raise 

FEES 

ANU Uni Council decides not 

TO RAISE HECS OR INTRODUCE 
FULL FEE PAYING PLACES 

Senate inquiry into student 

FINANCES LAUNCHED AFTER 
PROBLEMS RAISED IN PARLIAMENT 

AUSTRALIA DECIDES TO ACCEPT 
1,000 MORE REFUGEES EACH YEAR 

International Womens’ Day 
successful 

ANU Boat club successful at 

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 
ANUSA TO LAUNCH SURVEY ON 

Student financial situations 

1 REALLY BAD FLU GOING AROUND 
AT THE MOMENT, SO WATCH OUT 


Reporter 

ANU REJECTS NELSON REFORMS 
- FEES WILL NOT RISE 


Nicole McPherson 

The news is good - the official line from the University on the 
Nelson Deforms has been released and ANU HECS fees will not be 
increased, nor will there be any introduction of domestic full fee 

paying places. 


After several months, 
the much anticipated 
ANU Students’ 
Association statement 
was released last 
week which outlined 
the resolution taken 
at the December 12 
2003 ANU University 
Council (the board 
of Directors of the 
ANU) meeting. 

The Nelson Higher 
Education Deforms 

He's IhenCTiyedv he roc^ia It's allow for universities 

the VG.bg the wqy to charge, for all HECs 

based courses, 

0-125% of what used to be charged, as well as allowing for full fee 
paying students to make up 35% of the enrolment for any course. 





ANU SA President Mr Max Jeganathan said in the statement “...we 
will continue to work with the Vice Chancellor, the University 
Executive and the University Council to maintain this position [on 
fees].” He further stated that ‘“We should consider ourselves lucky 
that we go to a university that will continue to admit the BEST 
students from around the country and around the world and NOT 
THE DICHEST students!” 

ANU Vice Chancellor Professor Ian Chubb, whilst having not 
released an official statement told Woroni that "I have announced, 
so often that it is making even me tired, that we are not charging 
full fees and not moving on HECS.” 

LA 

In any case, the reforms will not be implemented until 2005, and 

the December 12 Council decision will be effective until the end 

. 

of 20Q6. Mr Jeganathan said, “For 2007 and beyond, Council will 
review its decision at its Council meeting at the end of this year.” 

He also urged students to keep informed of changes to higher 
education, saying that “...it is important that you know where the 
Coalition Government intends to take this country in terms of 
Higher Education.” 
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SENATE IQOIRY INTO STUDENT 
FINANCES 

James Crouch 


Centrelink 


Undergraduate and postgraduate university student 
income support will this year be the focus of a 
Senate inquiry looking specifically at payment size 
and the adequacy of entry criteria. 


The Senate’s Employment, Workplace Delations and 
Education Committee will conduct a three-pronged 
investigation covering student income support, 
indigenous skills and training and lifelong learning in Australia. 
The investigation will take six months, reporting their findings to 
Federal Parliament later this year. 


Woqpeoeaba^dao no staff - CenfrelnkcnyoneP 


INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY GOES 

OFF 


The inquiry follows the tabling of a motion in the ACT legislative 
assembly by Karin MacDonald MLA which called for the Government 
to acknowledge the inadequacy of current student income support 
arrangements, while recognising the increasing financial burden on 
students. The motion also suggests that the Government should 

reassess the current financial assistance eligibility criteria. 

' 

Former Australian Democrats leader, Natasha (Stott Despoja, also 
called for a review, saying, 'Existing student income support 
arrangements mean many students are being forced to live below 
the poverty line’ These sentiments were reiterated by Di Yerbury, 
president of the Australian Vice Chancellors Committee (AVCC) who 
pointed to an AVCC survey “Paving the Way” conducted in 2001 
which concluded that, “The level of income support is too low and 
access to the schemes is too restrictive”.’ 


International Women’s Day this year saw a break in tra- 
dition with ANU students celebrating the day at several 
different events. 


’hese several smaller events replaced the traditional 
Women’s Day rally in Civic. 


’he best-attended of these events was “Splash Out’ 
day featuring musicians and performers of all kinds, 
deluding several ANU students at a swimming pool. 


’he ANU Women’s Collective organised a rally in Petrie 
Naza, which featured several guest speakers including 
Jreens MLA Ms Kerry Tucker. 


National Union of Students president Jodie Jansen has welcomed 
the inquiry and has suggested that the age for independence 
classification be reduced from 25 to 18, stating that ‘Two-thirds of 
students are not eligible for any income support’ which requires them 
to engage in some form of paid employment as well as studying. This 
employment has been found to ‘significantly disrupt’ study in 68% of 
students surveyed in a study conducted at the ANU recently. 


"he theme for this rally was “Another world is possible 
Women building peace and justice" of which ANU 
Women’s Officer, Ms Amanda Connell, said “We wanted 
o create a more proactive theme, “ She also -comment- 
ed on the importance of the day for raising issues. 


“Women in slavery and prostitution is a problem that 
does exist in Australia” she said, and pointed to the 
Women’s Collective’s work on this issue. 


ANUSA President Max Jeganathan summed up the debate saying, 

'The figures speak for themselves. 78.2% of Australian students are 
living in debt, maximum Youth Allowance payments are 20% below 
the poverty line and maximum Austudy payments are 39% below the 
poverty line. . .students’ education is being affected as a direct result 
of their financial situation.’ 


Around the world, thoudands of rallies took place which 
were aimed at promoting women’s issues. 


National Library of Australia 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page1 61 65701 





MONASH STUDENTS INJURE POLICE - AND PROTEST AGAINST NELSON REFORMS 


Nicole McPherson 


Police were called to Monash University's Clayton Campus in Victoria when students protesting against the Nelson Deforms stormed a University 
Council meeting on Monday. 


The meeting, where the decision to raise Monash University fees by 25% was made, was interrupted when students attempted to gain access. 
Police were called, and two injured, as they tried to keep students.*. t* ii-irrfH » n T" ! 

out of the meeting. 1:1 l|M|- I I I ■i 

The meeting proceeded, and students then took up occupation of | ! , A 1 ■■ 1 '“’fMMf | 1 

an administration building. Monash student, Ms Liz Thompson said | j ;| * . f ji | .. i fi. 

“Everything’s quite chilled out in. here. We’re just having a bit to eat | [ 1 

and we’re just sitting around.” ^ .. , 


Monash University spokesperson Ms Meredith Jackson said “The 
university's council meeting proceeded in a secure location, on 
time at five o’clock, and in order to protect the safety of members' 
observers were not permitted.” 

Whilst Monash University (Students’ Association President Mr Jiles 
Bray said that the Association didn’t organize the protest, he 
said, “I think students should put the pressure on the University 
to reverse it. if they are going to be making decisions of this 
magnitude which have such effect on the future of students that will 
attend Monash University they can’t do it in such a rushed manner..." 


They took peaoeful now. 


More protests are planned in the coming weeks, both at Monash and around the country. 

NEW ACADEMIC POLICY TO HELP STRUGGLING STUDENTS 

Jamah Stevens 

Do you struggle at uni? If so, the new Academic Progress in 
Undergraduate Awards policy may be of some assistance. 


unsatisfactory.” This will mean that any student who fails the same unit twice 
will now be subject to this policy. 


The policy brings certainty to such students who before were subject to the 
discretion of their particular course convenor. In addition, it introduces an 
administrative and appeals procedure, aimed at ensuring equitable treatment 
for these students. 


This new policy sets out the University's approach to the academic 
progress of students enrolled in undergraduate courses. One of its 
main principles is that the University now has a responsibility to ensure 
“appropriate and early intervention for students whose progress is 


Pequirements for students at the Schools of Art, Music and Medicine, as well 
as international students, vary slightly, but are still covered by these new 
requirements. 


The students that Woroni spoke to seemed pleased with the new policy, 
with one stating, “It's nice to know that in the event that I fail two units twice 
again, it’s written down what has to happen." 


This new policy replaces Academic Performance (1310c/2001), and came 
into force at the beginning of this semester, having been passed by the 
University Council earlier this year. 


Everrxrftx«#fca»hJatior(P Young* need tffepoipy. 
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massive magnet will be used by the Research (School of Chemistry to study 
the structure and properties of protein through Nuclear Magnetic Resonance 
(NMR) technology. 


According to Gottfried Otting, a researcher at the ANU involved in the magnet 
project, “Chemists use NMR spectroscopy a lot to analyze the identity and 
purity of their compounds." Basically, the NMR magnet interacts with magnetic 
fields of individual atoms. NMR spectroscopy creates interpretable maps of 
hydrogens for even very complex molecules such as proteins and DNA. 

Otting said, “It’s no minor feat; if we could see molecules with bare eyes, 
wed be able to see objects the size of a cat on the moon.” Why does it 
have to be so big? Well, “The stronger the magnet, the better." Given the 
$4.2 million cost of the NMR system, it’s nice to know that the magnet has a 
direct practical application. Supposedly, the protein mapping will be useful to 
pharmaceutical companies in improving drug development procedures. 


This follows on from Shadow Minister for Education Ms 
Jenny Macklin revealing that the ALP is developing a 
policy to ensure rights such as sick and annual leave 
entitlements for casual workers, and to increase 
entitlements for part-time workers. 

This policy however, has been refuted by the Minister 
for Education Dr Brendan Nelson who pointed to the 
total increase in employment available to students 
under the Howard Government, 

With other issues such as student debt and housing 
problems, Mr Jeganathan said, “...the Government is 
failing to adequately support the future Leaders, 
Parents, Workers, Professionals and Representatives 
of this county (Students and Young Australians.)” 

The survey will be available in the next few weeks. 


It may not be quite as cool as the world’s largest rubber band ball, but the 
big magnet is an incredibly useful tool in the world of chemistry. As Otting 
put it, “Only frustrated souls would ever claim that ‘NMR’ stands for no 
more research.’” 


IlQTOwrfiaSbofcfat.batih^pqyffieront 


WORKING STUDENTS GET SOME 

HELP 

Nick Grimmer 


Do you have a job? According to a recent 
survey, up to 80% of ANU students engage in paid 
employment, generally part time or casual. This is set 
to be raised as an issue this year with the ANU6A 
planning to launch a campus-wide survey which will 
look at the financial burdens on students, as well as it 
looking set to become a major election issue. 


ANU&A President, Mr Max Jeganathan said, “Your 
support in participating in this survey would be 
greatly appreciated and we look forward to your 
input.” 


GIANT MAGNET BETTER THAN GIANT 
RUBBER BAND BALL v 

Allison Noyes 


The ANU has recently acquired a very large magnet. It sounds like some 
random item out of the Guinness Book of World Records, but unlike the 
world’s largest rubber band ball, the magnet actually has a useful academic 
purpose. 


Weighing more than four tonnes and standing more than three metres tall, the 
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F irst year, first semester, first 
lecture, I walked into Stat 
1008 and sat near the front. 

After a few minutes I began to 
feel uncomfortable, something 
was odd. I looked around and 
noticed that everyone, everyone 
around me was Asian. It was 
bizarre, a young, Queensland 
surfer boy surrounded by 
students talking Chinese into 
tiny mobile phones. I panicked. 

I thought I’d walked into the 
wrong lecture, that this was 
actually an orientation for 
internationals, or an English 
course for new immigrants 
hoping to bridge their language 
skills before taking on their real 
studies. Then the locals began 
to fill up the back rows and I 
felt better. 

the international student body 
As the weeks went by I sat appeared to be an exclusive 

further and further towards club to which you needed an 

invitation. I actually got an 
invitation, to the Hong-Kong 
Student Society dinner that is. 
I was excited. My table mates 
however, took no special interest 
7" .. || _ in my presence and for most of 

the night ignored me, talking 
in Chinese and never 
thinking to 

even a little bit of English. I was 
a burden to them. 


Then it occurred to me how that like-minded people stay 

difficult it must be to integrate close. It’s why best friends are 

themselves. The Australians talk almost the same person. As the 

different, and I don’t mean they son of a diplomat (or diplobrat), 

speak English; it’s what they I did my growing up in five 

actually say. Every anecdote different countries and hardly 

about the time they got drunk, ever strayed from the expatriate 

threw up and fucked some community. The expatriate 

It is impossible at ANU not to random is followed by someone community was familiar and 

be aware of the internationals saying ‘Fucking awesome’ or comfortable, I never thought to 

- even for non-commerce ‘Piece of gold!’ They drink seek friends elsewhere, 

students - but it’s another thing too much and commit minor 

entirely to actually know them. acts of vandalism. They’re Pauline Hanson lamented over 

Looking in from the outside, always shouting ‘cunt!’ They’re Australia’s ethnic communities 

and the disinclination of the 
inhabitants to break out and 
become ‘more Australian’, but 
everyone’s free to choose who 
they associate with and it’s 
ridiculous to think they can be 
forced. If you take someone 
from Brisbane and place him 
in North Korea, will he grow 
communal rice and embrace 
the communist ideal? No, 
he’ll learn to use chopsticks 
and his best mate will be an 
Australian Red Cross worker, 
from Brisbane. Of course locals 
and internationals can be close 
friends (I have several), but 
often it requires both sides to 
cross a middle ground at the 
same time. Frankly, that sounds 
a lot like effort. Friendship just 
happens. 

Jeremy Bost is a second 
year journalism student. 


the back amongst my fellow 
Australians, but I noticed the 
Internationals stayed where 
they were, centre middle. The 
first ten rows remained a solid 
block of black hair. How strange 
I thought. 


to get to know, why not just 
strike up a conversation? 
You never know what you 
may learn and you may be 
surprised at the things you 
may pick up along the way. 
The fact is, both Aussies and 
Internationals don’t mingle 
in groups outside their own 
and we need to change that. 
Intimidation is something 
our ancestors reveled in, not 
us. So before you chicken 
out, take some time to 
think about this: Diversity 
and Multiculturalism 

do breed variety, but to 
tango with Integration 
breeds real tolerance and 
understanding. 


This month, Woroni gets down to the nitty-gritty of an issue that 
has for too long gone unmentioned: integration and acceptance 
between the international and local student communitites. One 
International and one Local student each give their perspectives 
on the dilemma. 


S o let me get down to 
it: There’s not enough 
integration in this university. 
Now before you protest and 
spout all sorts of jargon or 
profanities or before you 
drop this magazine and run 
away screaming, there is 
something I’d like to add. 
The fact is this, tolerating 
and smiling at one another 
does not mean integration. 
Integration is a two-way 
process, with one person 
trying to integrate and 
another person helping 
the integration into a 
certain society. It is the 
responsibility of both 
parties to see this through 
and therefore involves much 
time and the cooperation in 
trying to understand and 
relate to a person of another 
background. The fact that we 
can put ourselves in another 
person’s shoes to try and 
understand their viewpoint 
is one of the first signs that 
a society can incorporate 
integration and understand 
its importance. 


So tell me, how many of Therefore it is almost a 

us can really look beyond necessity to broaden our 

cultural differences and horizons and learn a great 

look to mingle with, or form deal more about the world 

relationships, platonic or we live in. Let me illustrate 

otherwise with people of this with an example close 

diverse nationalities? If you to my heart, my own. 

can truly say ‘I can’ to all 

these questions you’re lucky The fact that I can encounter 

but I reckon more often than so many different people, 

not the answer is otherwise. each of them with such a 

unique viewpoint on life 
both astounds and enriches 
me. In fact, I revel in the 
differences of every person I 
meet. Perhaps I can’t speak 
for everyone, but to have so 
many friends from so many 
places is so rewarding. I am 
very grateful for the fact 
that I know at least one 
person from almost every 
major city in Australia. In 
fact I have learnt some of 
the major terms in Aussie 
speech; yobbo (rednecks), 
dag (uncool/ sheep shit in 
wool), arvo (afternoon), 
and the very useful phrase 
‘good on ya, mate’ (well 
done friend!). Imagine 
enjoying the sights and 
sounds of another country 
with a friend who can take 
you around. In fact, right 
here in Canberra, going 
to a new restaurant with a 
bunch of friends who know 
the origins of each dish can 
make the food and ambience 
that much more special. 


(there) they were, centre middle 
The first ten rows remained a 
solid block of black hair. 


Of course throughout 
history non-integration was 
attributed to sheer ignorance 
and fear: Ignorance and fear 
of the unknown. And as you 
all know, this is nothing 
unusual since Man has 
always been afraid of the 
unexplored and the unique. 
Wouldn’t the world still 
be considered flat had not 
Christopher Columbus the 
fearlessness to sail across 
uncharted waters? Now 
there is a need to learn and 
understand new cultures 
and ethnicities, we live in 
a service-driven world that 
has to cater to the wants 
of all societies everywhere. 


intimidating. The Australians 
find it equally difficult to 
integrate into the international 
community. In Johns, someone 
who sits at a window table 
never sits at an aisle table 
with the internationals; the 
internationals are always 
speaking a foreign language, 
they don’t seem to drink, they 
attend lectures, they pour chilli 
sauce on their meat pies and 
they don’t understand the term 
“piece of gold”. The Australians 
don’t get them. 


Nisha Ramesh is a third year 
Finance and International 

student. 


For a while, what I thought of 

as the self imposed segregation It’s to be expected of course, 
of the internationals irritated 
me. At John XXIII College, the 
international dining area was 
clearly defined; three and a 
half tables along the aisle from 
which they never deviated. 

They appeared to do everything 
together, forsaking anything to 
do with anyone else. While the 
Australians were downing a free 
keg at ICBM, the internationals 
were sipping lattes at Gus’s. 

At tavern nights they weren’t 
there, at soccer training they 
weren’t there, at out the back 
days they’d line up for burgers, 
and then they weren’t there. 

They were somewhere else 
doing something different, 
being different. 


I know how daunting it can 
be talking to new people, 
but that shouldn’t stop 
you from trying. Even with 
culture differences imbued 
in the mix, the rewards of 
getting to know new people 
are endless. So next time 
you see a person you’d like 


Above: There used to be a picture of a black man having sex with a white man 
here, but we thought that an Asian being friends with a Caucasian was more... 
appropriate. Much less funny, though. 


Above: This is happening far too much at ANU. Comic by Sam Logan 
of Sam and Fuzzy fame. 
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pictures of Education Minister Brendan Nelson in 
student newspapers nationwide, we a.t.yvoroni have 
chosen to give some other famous Nelsons, a fair 
go. Here are some you've: probably heard of,. and 


e than the Right Honourable 


A Response to Louise Crossman's 
article on the perils of VSU 
entitled "The Extensive Impact 
of Voluntary Student Unionism 
which appeared in Woroni vol. 56, 
issue 02. 


Above: Horatio Nelson is Britain’s 
greatest naval hero. In his dashing 
exploits at the Battles of Cape St. Vincent 
(i797)> the Nile (1798), and Copenhagen 
(1801), his legendary romance with Lady 
Emma Hamilton, and his epochal victory 
and tragic death at the Battle of Trafalgar 
(1805), he has lived on in History as one 
of the most dramatic and larger-than-life 
figures of modern naval tradition. 


Once again, as is not 
unusual in the case of Left 
Labor, they have not let 
the facts interfere with 
the presentation of a good 
story. If the facts did 
appear in Miss Crossman’s 
opinion piece (Woroni 
Issue II 2004, pis, 

“The Extensive 
Impact of VSU”), M 
it would indeed 
be a very 
bad ' 


story. But even without the 
facts Miss Crossman still 
leaves gaping holes in many 
of her arguments. Claims that 
Voluntary Student Unionism 
will end life as we know it 
remind me of the doom and 
gloom the ALP persisted in 
propagating before the New 
Tax System (including 

implemented 

on 1 July 

2000. Life 
as we know 
^ it did not 

— ^ end in that 

• 1 J year, it in 

fact got 
better 


year, and campus life would 
also be enriched if voluntary 
student unionism was 
implemented. 


The campus life as we know 
it probably would not exist. 
The smart and intelligent 
university students that most 
of us probably are wouldn’t 
continue to subsidise the 
careers of left-wing political 
hacks through the various 
sections of the Student 
Association and Union Board, 
would not fund meaningless 
NUS junkets around the 
country and would stop 
the waste in those useless 
departments that only 
satisfy the modern 
day needs of j 

tree- J 


throughout the world knows 
it doesn’t work - and that 
the experts are the ones 
with their own snouts in 
the trough. I’m sure the 
poor uni students that Miss 
Crossman is carrying the 
torch for would rather pay 
rent, buy food, or even text 
books instead of subsidising 
one of her comrades flights to 
NUS to talk, and then achieve 
nothing but a line item in 
their CV that Mrs Macklin 
would smile upon. 


Clubs and societies will 
continue to exist. Miss 
Crossman has forgotten to 
mention that the clubs and 
societies campus culture 
originated on university 
campus because students 
wanted to be part of the 
various communities, 

not because government 
legislation compelled it. Sean 
Healy, of the Green Weekly, 
tells us: “The first such 

organisation in Australia, at 
Sydney University (1874), 
was formed by students 
(with the support of the 
administration) with the 
stated aim of enhancing the 
“mental self-culture and 
social good fellowship of 
members of the University”. 


huggers, 

feminists, queer and left- 
wing comrades still dreaming 
of the glorious socialist 
revolution. 


: 

1 


The best person to judge how 
to spend $210 of their own 
money is that person, and 
that person alone. The glory 
days of communism, and 
socialism (where “experts” 
could put your resources to 
better use), I am afraid to say 
are gone forever because the 
common sense of individuals 


- V 


Above: Nelson Muntz, one of the characters in the animated TV series The 
Simpsons. He first appeared in episode 02 of the first series, Snow Day, and is played 
by Nancy Cartwright, who also plays the parts of Bart and Ralph (amongst others). 
Although little is known about his character background, we know he lives in a poor 
part of Springfield and we have met his father and his grandfather. He is most well 
known for his mocking catchphrase of “ha ha!" 
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A similar body was formed at 
Melbourne University in 1884. 
These bodies were initially 
self-financing, largely from 
individual subscriptions. 
The first compulsory fee 
was instituted in 1905 at 
Melbourne University.” (http: 
//www. greenleft.org.au/ 
back/i999/353/353p30.htm) 
Later, governments started 
to compel fees and the rest 
is history between VSU and 
anti-VSU forces. I put it to 
you that students again would 
have their own initiative 
(as clubs already rely on) 
to ensure that “mental self- 
culture and good social 
fellowship” continued. 

The VSU of 1999 was not 
stopped because of NUS. 
There was once an 
episode of the West 
Wing based on post 
hoc ergo propter 
hoc. That is 
just because one 
thing follows 
something does 
not mean it 
was caused by 
it. Here, find 
an example of 
that because 
NUS protests 
had nothing 
to do with 
the stopping 
of them, just 
a Senate that 


dominated 
by people who 
were sympathetic 
to outdated ideals 
Remember, compulsory 
student unionism 

was implemented by 


parliament, and 

parliament will 
decide whether 
it continues 


or not. 

Her complaint about long 
hours, poor pay, low overtime 
and poor safety et al. does 
not justify student unionism 
one iota. If workplaces were 
that bad then employees in 
that industry would unionise 
into workplace unions, or 
get themselves a lawyer, or 
indeed quit and find another 
job in the Australia that 
is so much more the land 
of opportunity thanks to a 
Liberal Government. The 
fact that compulsory student 
unionism is supposed to give 
credence to these issues just 







highlights it is all part [ 
of the ingrained left- ;^g 
wing gravy train of J||h| 
compulsory unionism, 

Ultimately lifestyle is 
up to the individual. 

If people choose to '* 
study away from 
their hometown Br jWi 

that’s fine, but they M 
must understand the W 
consequences. If some i, 
students have car loans 
in excess of $10000 
and live the cafe latte 
lifestyle and struggle 
to earn enough money and 
time to study, they only 
have themselves to blame. I 
put it to the reader that just 


because we are university 


students, does not mean 


we are entitled above 


everyone else 


society to an easy 


life. However, 


unfortunately 


no matter how 


much 


redistribution 


the government 


does 


people still can’t 


afford to eat. If 


that is the case 


I suggest they 


leave university 


and come back 


at a time when 


their finances can 


handle it and have 


fulfilling 


study experience 


then. It is good for 


your health to eat. 


The NUS has no right to 
take my money and 
wage a political 
campaign 


'Mm 




income 


Above: Often introduced as the man who needs no introduction, Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela, Nobel Peace Prize winner and former 
president of ANC, is a champion of equal rights and harmony for all humanity. After serving 27 years in a maximum security prison 
on Robben Island for masterminding an anti-government human rights campaign, he was elected as the president of South Africa 
in the nation’s first all-race election in 1994. He abolished apartheid and signed an entirely new constitution for the country, which 
included sweeping human rights reforms and anti-discrimination guarantees. Now, over 80 years old, he still travels the world in 
support of various pro-equality events and conferences. His preferred breakfast is plain porridge with fresh fruit and milk. 


liififi 


Above: Willie Nelson is considered 
one of the greatest songwriters of 
the modern day. After joining the 
Air Force during the Korean war, he 
went on to start his own radio station 
in Houston, Texas. He has written 
songs for the likes of Patsy Cline and 
Prince and has performed duets with 
Bob Dylan, Neil Young and Dolly 
Parton. Although typically classified 
as a country artist, he has released 
over 100 albums in his 30-year career, 
many of which are in a variety of styles 
including jazz, reggae and gospel. He 
is probably best known for his single 
“On The Road Again” which was used 
in the 1993 blockbuster Forrest Gump. 


don’t believe in. That 
goes against the whole 
idea of freedom of political 
communication - i.e. me, 
and everyone else, can have 
their own say. Having me 
pay for somebody else’s 
opinion to be published is 
pure and simple corruption 
of a liberal democracy. 

And lastly, how can 
Miss Crossman possibly 
claim that the ANU Bar’s 
subsidised beer prices make 
students better off when 
they are more expensive 
than many of the pubs, 
sports clubs and liquor 
shops around Canberra? 
(After all, beer is one of the 
most important expenses a 
student has to budget for). 


Sandy Tanner is a proud 
member of the ANU Liberal 
Club, Young Liberals and 
Liberal Party of Australia. 

He is also a big fan of the 
Howard/Nelson government 
- and never worried and 
loved the Nelson reforms! 

He can be emailed at 

amtanner@optusnet.com.au. 
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A MWKL UBBmiON 

t>y Jo4i RmcMey 


Animal Liberation is an animal rights charity founded in 
1976 by Christine Townend, based on the philosophies 
of Professor Peter Singer, as set out in his worldwide 
best-selling book Animal Liberation. Animal 
Liberation has branches in all states of Australia and 
many thousands of supporters, including a newfound 
group at ANU. 



On considering the meaning of "Animal Liberation", 
one may start by asking some questions: What are 
animals? Are they "things" to use as we please? Are 
they 'resources', 'research tools' or machines for 
manufacturing meat, eggs and milk? Or are they 
living beings capable of feeling pain and distress 
and of enjoying their lives if only we could let them? 
In the words of Peter Singer, "Animals are living, 
sentient creatures with lives of their own to lead, lives 
that can go well or badly. They are not just things 
for us to use. Just as it is wrong to disregard the 
interests of humans merely because they happen to 
be of a different race or sex it is wrong to disregard 
the interests of other sentient creatures, just because 
they happen to be of a different species. Animal 
Liberation calls this disregard for the interests of 
different species 'specieism'". 

Animal liberation bases its activities on the fact that 
all sentient beings have interests, and on the ethical 
principle that similar interests should receive equal 
consideration irrespective of race, sex, or species of 
the being concerned. The most fundamental interest 
that sentient beings have is the interest of not 
suffering. 



Focuses of Animal Liberation 

Though Animal Liberation is working to end animal 
use and abuse in the areas of animal experimentation, 
entertainment, and animals used for clothing, the 
first priority is given to farm animals. This is because 
of the huge numbers of animals involved and their 
continuous and prolonged suffering. 

Factory Farming 

Cows, pigs, chickens, and other animals are living, 
breathing, thinking, feeling beings whose senses are 
very much like our own. But on factory farms, animals 
are kept in small, overcrowded stalls and cages, 
where they're often unable even to turn around or 
take a step in any direction. They are deprived of all 
that is natural to them, including exercise, sunlight, 
and even the feel of grass beneath their feet. 

The green pastures and idyllic barnyard scenes of 
years past, which are still portrayed in children's 
books, have been replaced by windowless metal 
sheds, wire cages, gestation crates, and other 
confinement systems— what is now known as "factory 
farming." 

Farmed animals have no legal protection from 
horrific abuses that would be illegal if they were 
inflicted on dogs or cats: neglect, mutilations, genetic 
manipulation, and drug regimens that cause chronic 
pain and crippling, transport through all weather 
extremes, and inhumane slaughter. Yet farmed 
animals are no less interesting, intelligent, or capable 
of feeling pain than are the dogs or cats that we 
cherish as companions. 

Deprivation and Disease 

The factory farming system of modern agriculture 
strives to produce the most meat, milk, and eggs as 
quickly and cheaply as possible, and in the smallest 
amount of space possible. Cows, calves, pigs, 
chickens, turkeys, and other animals are kept in small 
cages or stalls, often unable to turn around. They are 
deprived of exercise so that all their bodies' energy 
goes toward producing flesh, eggs, or milk for human 
consumption. They are fed drugs to fatten them 
faster and are genetically altered to grow faster or 
to produce much more milk or eggs than they would 
naturally. 

Because crowding creates a prime atmosphere for 
disease, animals on factory farms are fed and sprayed 
with huge amounts of pesticides and antibiotics, 
which remain in their bodies and are passed on to the 
people who eat them, creating serious human health 
hazards. The industry simply cannot raise the billions 
of animals per year that it does in such gruesome 
conditions without the drugs that allow their bodies to 
survive conditions that would otherwise kill them. 

JX 
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Chickens 


into the "broiler" chicken industry have repeatedly 
Chickens are inquisitive animals, and when in their revealed birds who were suffering from dehydration, 
natural surroundings, they form friendships and respiratory diseases, bacterial infections, heart 
social hierarchies, recognize one another and develop attacks, crippled legs, and other serious ailments, 
pecking orders, love and care for their young, and 

enjoy a full life that includes dust-bathing, making At the slaughterhouse, chickens are hung upside- 

nests, and roosting in trees. On the factory farm, down, their legs are snapped into metal shackles, 

however, chickens are denied these activities. their throats are slit open, and they are immersed in 

scalding hot water for feather removal. They are often !. 
Laying hens live in battery cages stacked tier upon conscious through the entire process, 
tier in huge warehouses. Confined three or four 
to a cage, they don't have enough room to turn Cattle 
around or spread even one wing. Conveyor belts 

bring in food and water and carry away eggs and Cows that are left to roam pastures and care for their 

excrement. Farmers induce greater egg production young form life-long friendships with one another 

through "forced molting": Chickens are denied food and have demonstrated the ability to be vain, hold 

and light for days, which leads to feather and weight grudges, and play games. But the cows raised for the 

loss. To prevent stress-induced behaviors caused by meat and dairy industries are far removed from sun- 
overcrowding, such as pecking their cage mates to drenched pastures and nursing calves. 

Cattle raised for beef 
may be born in one state, 
fattened in another, and 
slaughtered in yet another. 
They are fed an unnatural 
diet of high-bulk grains and 
other "fillers," which can 
include expired dog and 
cat food, poultry feces, and 
leftover restaurant food. 
They are castrated, their 
horns are ripped out of their 
heads, and they have third- 
degree burns inflicted on 
them (branding), all without 
any pain relief. During 
transportation, cattle are 
crowded into metal trucks 
where they suffer from 
trampling, temperature 
extremes, and lack of food, 
water, and veterinary care, 
death, hens are kept in semi-darkness, and the ends At the slaughterhouse, cattle 

of their beaks are cut off with hot blades (without pain rnay be hoisted upside down by their hind legs and 
relief). The wire mesh of the cages rubs their feathers dismembered while fully conscious. j 

off, chafes their skin, and cripples their feet. Chickens 
can live for more than a decade, but laying hens on 
factory farms are exhausted and unable to produce 
as many eggs by the time they are 2 years old, so 
they're slaughtered. 

More than 320 million "broiler" chickens are raised in 
sheds each year. Artificial lighting is manipulated to 
keep the birds eating as often as possible. To keep up 
with demand and to reduce production costs, genetic 
selection calls for big birds and fast growth (it now 
takes only 35 to 40 days to "grow out" a chick to 
"processing" weight), which causes extremely painful 
joint and bone conditions. Undercover investigations 


J <8 _ 



JOIN THE NEW ANU ANIMAL LIB- 
ERATION GROUP! 

WSm- : 


E RATION GROUP! 




Jp Email Steph, Alexa or Luke at: 
f anu_animal_liberation(Q)hotmail.com 
to come to monthly meetings to 
discuss current issues and devel- 
opments! 
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Pigs 



i 


In Australia there are 300,000 breeding pigs (sows) 
in pig farms or piggeries. Intensive pig farming sows 
are seen, as production units - not animals needing 
space, comfort, a warm, soft place to lie and ample 
food. Almost 200,000 breeding sows in Australia are 
confined in a metal and concrete stall, smaller than a 
child's cot. The sow can not walk, turn around or even 
lie down with comfort. If we did this to a dog or horse 
we would be dealt heavily with by the law. 

Pigs kept in such intensive conditions are chronically 
stressed and slowly become deranged. The sow chews 
the steel bars surrounding her, repeatedly licks and 
bites parts of the stall. She rocks her head back and 
forward. All this is classed as stereotypic behaviour 
for farm breed pigs - never seen in sows in a natural 
environment. The sow is going mad from boredom and 
the frustration of not being able to fulfill her natural 
behaviours and needs. Many sows become lame and 
suffer chronic pain and other leg injuries, because they 
can't walk or exercise. 

There is evidence also that many of her young will die 
from being crushed or suffocated because their mother 
is so deranged from the months and years of such 
deprivation and suffering - she becomes unresponsive 
and unable to respond to her piglets' cries in the way she 

would normally. 

Sow stalls 
are banned in 
Britain, Florida 
and Sweden 
and being 

phased out in 
Europe and 
New Zealand. 

his year the 
government is 
reviewing the 

National Code of Welfare for Animals - Pigs. We must 
send them a clear message: It's time Australia adopted 
world's best practice and banned the cruel sow stalls! 

Dairy Cows 

Cows who are allowed to roam free in pastures and 
care for their young form lifelong friendships with one 
another. They also play games, have a wide range of 
emotions, and demonstrate characteristics, such as 
vanity, and actions, such as holding grudges, that 
are generally associated with humans. But most cows 
raised for the milk industry are intensively confined and 
are not allowed to nurse their calves— even for one day. 
They are treated as little more than milk-producing 
machines and are genetically manipulated and pumped 
full of antibiotics and hormones that force them to 
produce more milk. Humans continue to consume dairy 
products, despite overwhelming scientific evidence 
indicating that cow's milk is linked to heart disease, 
cancer, diabetes, and many other ailments. 


I What can you do to reduce the 
daily suffering of animals? 

- Change your eating habits to a plant 
based diet 

- Stop wearing or using leather, wool and 
fur 

- Buy cruelty free products -remember 
personal care items like shampoo, soaps 
and toothpaste, makeup and other personal 
care products and cleaning products 

- Don't visit zoos and circuses 

Cows produce milk for the same reason that humans 
do— to nourish their young— but calves born on dairy 
farms are taken from their mothers when they are just 
1 day old and fed milk replacers (including cattle blood) 
so that humans can have the milk instead. 

Female cows are artificially inseminated shortly after 
their first birthdays. After giving birth, they lactate 
for 10 months, then they are re-inseminated, and 
the cycle starts again. Some spend their entire lives 
standing on concrete floors; others are crammed into 
massive mud lots. Cows have a lifespan of about 25 
years and can produce milk for eight or nine years, 
but the stress caused by factory-farm conditions leads 
to disease, lameness, 
and reproductive 

problems that rende 
cows worthless to the 
dairy industry by the 
time they are 4 or 5 
years old, at which time 
they are sent to the 
slaughterhouse. 

Cows are also fed 
unnatural, high-protein 
diets, which include 
dead chickens, pigs, and other animals, because their 
natural diet of grass would not provide the nutrients 
necessary for them to produce the massive amounts of 
milk required by the industry. Painful inflammation of 
the mammary glands, or mastitis, is common among 
cows raised for their milk and is one of the reasons 
most frequently cited by dairy farms for sending cows 
to slaughter. 

Sperm Donor. I have quality stock ready to 
offload for a mere $299 a pop. I’ve almost 
completed a science/law degree, my mum 
tells me I’m good-looking and I love to study. 
I’m saving up to buy Microsoft Office 2003 
in fact. You’re desperate for a child and I’m 
desperate for an upgrade, so let’s help each 
other out! Come and find me in the software 
section of the campus bookshop. 
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Tobius Halligan experiences world class debating and drinking in Singapore 


POINT OF INFORMATION: 



Who the fuck is 
Goh Chock Tong? 

It's one of those deep 
significant questions that 
people struggle with. I'll 
end your misery; he holds 
the equivalent of John 
Howard's position, except 
in Singapore. Singa-who? 
Singapore is a country in the 
same way that Tasmania is a 
state (only just). Population 
wise it's slightly bigger than 
Sydney and occupies an 
island smaller than the ACT. 

Articles about holidays always 
walk a fine line between 
being interesting enough to 
read and being pointless. 
I've considered that my 
story won't help you deal 
with the many issues that life 
generates. But maybe you'll 
have a laugh, maybe you'll 
be inspired, maybe you'll 
realise why Woroni is free. 

As I walked through the gates 
of the Singapore airport I 
noticed three things, a police 
officer standing about 10 
feet away from me armed 
with one hell of a gun next 
. 20 , 


to a large sign that said 
'No chewing gum'. I turned 
around and spat my gum 
into my hand and quietly 
disposed of it. Secondly I 
noticed it was hot, damn hot 
but not hot in a 'isn't this 
lovely weather' kinda way. 
It was hot in a 'this is the 
tropics and for the next two 
weeks I will be bathing in my 
own sweat' kinda way. Not 
particularly charming I know 
but anyone who has gone 
from Canberra to anywhere 
near the equator will 
understand. The third thing 
was, despite my oath to eat 
only genuine Singaporean 
food (as opposed to living on 
Maccas for two weeks), the 
only place open was a crappy 
imitation-English fast food 



i,' 
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joint offering a "traditional 
English breakfast". Yum 
yum. So my journey had 
began and while it wasn't 
all strawberry jam, it was a 
beginning nonetheless. Plus, 
I hadn't been shot, caned or 
even arrested: good times. 

So why was I in Singapore? I 
was there for an international 
debating tournament known 
as Worlds but before I discuss 
what Worlds is, more needs 
to be said about debating, 
because I'm sure there are 
those among you who didn't 
even know debating was an 
organised activity. The very 
basics of debating are that 
there are two sides to the 
debate, the affirmative and 
the negative. The affirmative 
has to put one side of a 
certain topic and prove 
that their case is the better 
approach; the negative 
argues the opposite. It gets 
more complicated than that, 
but if you're interested then 
you should come along 
at 6:30 pm on Thursday 
evenings to the Manning 
Clarke Centre, when the ANU 
Debating Society runs an 
internal competition. 
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This year's delegation to choices, they tried stuff but 
Worlds consisted of fifteen they weren't ridiculously 
fine young individuals. It experimental in the way 
was with this hearty group I decided to be. It looked 
of individuals that I took on better in the picture I swear, 
the combined challenges but when it was presented to 
offered by the largest me I understood the depth 
debating tournament and of my mistake. It looked like 
one of the smallest countries someone had first vomited 
in the world. I arrived a and then ejaculated into the 
day before everyone else in contents of my bowl and 
the delegation and had fun while I'm into experimenting, 
times trying to find the youth there are limits to where 
hostel that I had booked a guy (at least this guy) is 
into. Welcome to Ah Chews, willing t0 

there's a bunch of nice people qualms, it was as cheap as 

dedicated to yelling at one chips and situated in the area ■jfe.r ^ jR? S 

another and then going out of Singapore that used to be 
afterwards and getting really dominated by strip bars and 

wasted on a corporate bar transsexuals. As you can tell ■ 

tab. To my mind that's the from the photo of my friends, 
epitome of what a University we fitted in just fine with the 

club or society should offer. locals and did not stand out y 

So how does World s fit into 

all of this? Well while internal One of the most remarkable 

competition is a fundamental elements of Singapore was |/; : 

part of our debating culture, the extreme contrast within 

the real game is Inter the city. A short walk from 

Varsities, or IVs. An IV is a Ah Chews was one of the p|||S|' ;: 

debating tournament that classier western style malls. a* 

involves multiple universities Just a little further were 

and each year there are some large markets that ■ 

a number held around offered an amazing array ^ 

Australia and internationally, of inexpensive artefacts. I lift 

Worlds is the biggest and managed to pick up a set 

moves around the world of the cards distributed by 


In recent years debating at 
ANU has become much more 
inclusive and open (we'd like 
to think so anyway). As far as 
activities go, debating isn't 
| particularly conventional. It 
doesn't interest everyone 
and for that reason, and 
, many people have negative 
views of debaters as all 
being nerds etc. Well sure, 
f the Economist may be our 
1 equivalent of Playboy; sure 
we spend our time debating 
the merits of topics like "This 
house would take animals 
from behind" ( and " This 
house reserves the right to 
nail planks of wood to its 
members' bodies" - Ed). 
But behind the nerdy facade 


Above: The entrance to Singapore's 
stunning hotel, Ah Chews. 
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Below: Canberra's Alcoholics Anonymous on Tour in Singapore 


As the tournament began we 
were moved into the classier 
hotels that represented our 
accommodation, and so the 
tournament proper began. 
Once the tournament had 
begun it quickly became 
clear that the ANU was going 
to be a force to be reckoned 
with both in the debating and 
the drinking stakes. There 
is a strong culture of both 
debating and drinking at 
ANU (particularly together) 
and so our contingents to 
IV's also tend to be strong. 
It should be noted that as 
I was one of the youngest 
member of the contingent 
I don't intend this praise 
for myself. Throughout the 
tournament most of our 5 
teams looked like they had a 
chance of making it into the 
top 32 teams, these being 
the teams that participate 
in the knockout finals that 
decide the winners. On the 
final day of heats, one of our 
teams had obviously made 
it into the top 32 and three 
others had the potential to. 
- 21 , 


By the end of the last day 
one more team had made 
it in and another was a 
point away from doing so. 
A strong performance, even 
more so when you consider 
that our top ranked team, 
consisting of Mat Kenneally 
and Patrick Delaney ANU 3, 
broke 5 th of the 32 breaking 
teams. Mat also ranked 
8 th speaker in the world, a 
remarkable achievement. 
Unfortunately both of 
our breaking teams were 
knocked out in the octo- 
finals; it was nonetheless a 
damn good effort. 

Throughout this of course 
we were damaging our livers 
with increasing enthusiasm, 
of particular note was the 
'yakka' party, a tradition 
that was introduced last 
year, when Worlds was held 
in South Africa. I don't know 
the exact process but Yakka 
basically involves mixing 
vodka with lemon juice and 
other ingredients to create 
a drink that is basically half 


vodka, but 
doesn't taste 
pa rticu I a rly 
alcoholic, 
this of course 
means it goes 
down real 
quick and is 
real strong; 
good times 
were had by 


I said at the 
beginning of 
this article 
that I hoped 
you would 
get something out of this, 
I'm not sure if you have 
got anything, so, in true 
debater style, I've made 
three points. One, travelling 
with debaters is fun; I don't 
think this experience is 
by any means isolated to 
debating (travelling with 
any group from uni would 
be awesome). Two, drinking 
is fun, jokes aside there's 
nothing quite like alcohol 
to get tongues wagging 
and friendships forged. It's 
much easier to relate to 
people you don't know at 
all or don't know very well. 
Having said this, nothing 
tests a friendship quite like 
vomiting on someone close to 
you. Three, Interacting with 
other cultures is extremely 
cool and gives you a much 
better perspective on the 
world and your own life. 
Well that was a snapshot of 
my holidays; I hope you all 
enjoyed yours as well. Take 
care, may you have golden 
times. 


National Library of Australia 


http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page1 61 65713 










IS 


serv 




For further details see: 


www.an 


BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE DIVISK^'bl 



The ANU Disability Services Unit has developed a Resource 
Room for use by students registered with the Unit. Located on 
Level 3 of the JB Chifley Library adjacent to lnfoPlace@Chifley. 
the Resource Room has been fully refurbished to meet the needs 
of students with disabilities. 

Facilities in the Resource Room include a range of technology, 
furnishings and a rest room. The equipment available includes: 


5 PCs and an eMac 
Continuous voice recognition software 
Screen readers and screen enlargers 
Scanners and Scan/Read software 
H i gh adjt i sta bl e rips k s 

Frgonomic chairs and ergonomic mouse-pads 
A closed circuit TV which can assist in enlarging print 
A data projector to provide an enlarged screen for people 
with vision impairments. 


InfoPlace Consultants are available to provide IT assistance to 
students using the technology in the Resource Room. Further 
support is available from the Help Desk by phoning x59666 or 
logging onto: http://doi.anu.edu.au/helpdesk 


ities/resourceroom.htm 



THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY 



The bio-medical faculty will pay you $299 
to take dangerous amounts of various 
growth hormones. You may grow ovaries or 
suffer chronic twitching but it'll be 
worth it because you'll be able to afford 
Microsoft Office 20031 It comes with 
three licences, one for each of the heads 
you may grow as a result of this 
experiment. But hey, the more the merrier, 
eh? Come and get your injection in the 
software section of the campus bookshop. 
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MORE DETAILS: 
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I Shadow of the Eagle, The Playhouse, Canberra Theatre, 5-8 & 10 April, Canberra Ticketing - 6275 2700. 
■National Folk Festival, Exhibition Park, Canberra, 8-12 April, folkfestival.asn.au. 

The Ten Tenors, The Playhouse, Canberra Theatre Centre, 8:00 pm, Canberra Ticketing - 6275 2700. 
Virtually Richard, The Playhouse, Canberra Theatre Centre, Canberra Ticketing - 6275 2700. 

Sports Regatta, Yarralumla Bay (near water police) (ANU vs UC, ADFA, RMC. 


II 






ports Regatta, Yarralumla Bay (near water 


f you want to advertise you club or society event, or just your club or society, in Wot’s On, email us as woroni.articles@anu.edu.au, 
and you’ll have hordes coming (we all know how many people read Woroni.) It doesn’t matter how small your event or what it is 
(well maybe not if setting up a rival publication to Woroni or advocating correct spelling) - email today. 


Cheap Essays, $299 for 10 essays, that’s 
only $29.90 each! It’s a hell of a lot better than 
repaying the HECS for a failed subject! To 
ensure the highest quality essays, I will be 
upgrading to Microsoft Office 2003 on receipt 
of your payment. Find me working in the 
campus bookshop. Discretion is requested; 
please use code name “bargain” to identify me. 


->»\V * ■■ 
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Get Your Eyeliner On 
(And Your Gender Off!) 


Chloe Persing explores gender roles in 

Internet subculture 





I dig androgynous boys as 
much as the next girl (or guy 
as the case may be) and it is 
the primary reason why I flick 
through the various pages of 
'street culture' magazines 
such as The Face. On the 
majority of such occasions, 
I often centre my focus on 
the fashion pages, which in 
recent years and with little 
complaint have seemingly 
swallowed the vacuous 
articles whole. Traditional 
images of men in strongly 
cut pin-stripe suits are met 
with sharp contrast as to 
the model's body language, 
body shape and lack of 
body hair. This presents a 
strangely feminine feel to 
the overall image. Baby- 
faced, almost prepubescent 
boys who give the majority 
of the waifs in Vogue a 
run for their money have 
replaced previous images of 
rugged, chiseled jaw lines in 
Neanderthal poses. However 
this phenomenon isn't new 
and isn't confined to print 
media. When I'm not perving 
on androgynous lads in 
magazines, I'm wasting time 
on the Internet, delving into 
various facets of Internet 
subculture. And lately, I 
believe I have found the 
breeding ground for this 
new fashionable species of 
bloke. I'm not talking about 
the recent emergence of 
the 'Metrosexual', but more 
the world of 'Scenesters' 
and their various Internet 
communities (namely that 
of www.makeoutclub.com T 
Although 'Scene' culture is 
a predominantly American 
subculture with little impact 
having been made on the 
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I Australian mainstream, you'd 
probably know a 'Scenester' 
if you saw one. You know, 
they're that kid in the corner 
of your favourite 'alternative' 
hangout with a black fringe 
permanently in their face 
i and if you told them that the 
I band Dashboard Confessional 
I are a good example of 
I | an Emo band, they would 
I ' invariably break into tears 
thus having to reapply their 
black eyeliner (and we're not 
just talking girls). However, 
stereotypes aside, this 
subculture of fragile boys 
and 'riot grrls' exists and is 
prevalent, particularly on the 
Internet. It's a world where 
traditional male gender roles 
are replaced with new and 
dare I say, more sensitive 
representationsofmaleyouth. 


! 

1 


It's hardly surprising that 
Make Out Club's creator, 
Gibby Miller, is fully aware 
of the sense of community 
her website has established 
and maintained. After all, 
that was the intention in 
its conception. Originally, 
Miller constructed the 
website to showcase her art, 
photography and writing. 
Simultaneously, she was also 
logging in numerous web 
hours at sites such as 'Sexy 
Scenesters' that provided 
a web community for kids 
whom essentially shared the 
same interests in music. But 
alas, all good things must 
come to an end and 'Sexy 
Scenesters' was no more. 
Disappointed, Miller devoted 
her time to turning her new 
'offspring' into a replacement 
for the recently deceased 
community. Make Out Club 












became a bizarre hybrid of 
a 'singles' website and a 
web community where those 
interested in various facets 
of pop culture (in particular 
that of music - namely the 
genres of Indie, Emo and 
Punk) could congregate and 
interact. A large proportion 
of the website is dedicated to 
user profiles which typically 
consist of a few pictures, a 
short little bio in which users 
can display their interests 
and affiliations, and often 
a link to their 'Live Journal' 
or Blog (that's a web-log for 
those of you not hip to nerdy 
net lingo). On the website, 
Miller states: "The purpose of 
MOC was, is, and always will 
be to bring us closer through 
friendship... to bridge the gap 
of distance between people 
who really should know each 
other! It's up to the users 
how this place is going to 
grow and what direction 
it's going to take." ( http: 
//www. makeoutclub.com/ 
about.htm ). Indeed. It is 
undeniably the users who 
shape and mould their 
Internet community. And just 
like any sort of community, 
trends feature prominently. 
For Make Out Club, the trends 
are fairly well conformed to 
for both its male and female 
users. Most often, these 
trends are plucked from the 
world of the 'Scenesters', as 
a visible subculture originally 
formed around the SoCal 
(Southern Californian 
yeah, apparently it's cool to 
shorten words) music scene 
but spread up the West 
Coast of the United States 
and eventually migrated 
East, encompassing the 

- ■ M- 
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rest of the country. These 
trends influence both ladies 
and gents alike, however 
the most blatant examples 
of disappearing traditional 
gender roles is reflected in 
the trends adopted by the 
male users. On the surface, 
the lack of gender roles is 
quite obvious. Great lengths 
are taken to ensure that 
their image is perfect, that 
their hair is the perfect 
length and colour and that 
their eyeliner is on par with 
Robert Smith's. And when 
examined more closely, 
this obsession with image 
or vanity is a characteristic 
more often associated 
with what is considered to 
be feminine rather than 
masculine. Perhaps that 
has something to do with 
just being a teenager, 
regardless of the culture in 
which they identify - I don't 
know. Another example of 
the changing male gender 

n • . . 


roles is that of the 
way these male users 
express themselves, 
namely that of their 
online journals and 
blogs which are typically 
free for anyone to read. 
In these journals, the 
lads are able to express 
themselves in greater 
depths than what 
is considered to be 
socially acceptable for 
males in contemporary 
society. Blogs are often 
dominated by various 
pieces in which their, 
authors are able to 
express their feelings 
without fear of being 
labeled as 'weak' or in 
some instances 'gay'. 
Perhaps it's the fact that 
there is some degree of 
anonymity on the Internet 
that allows these boys to do it 
- again, I don't know. There 
are various other examples 
of how, on the surface, it 
appears as if gender roles 
have disappeared from this 
brand of internet subculture 
(such as the body language 
displayed in most of the 
profile photographs). 

So I suppose an appropriate 
question to consider would 
be where does this influence 
upon the 'Scenesters' 
originate? Ancf to begin to 
answer that question, I think 
one should return to what 
spawned this subculture in 
the first place - and that is the 
music. At the risk of turning 
this piece into a musical 
wank session, I'll aim to keep 
this brief. Undeniably, one of 
the coolest and one of the 
stupidest things about music 


respectively is that it can 
ultimately unite and divide 
people. Essentially, I think 
these two aspects of music 
helped to form and establish 
this 'Scenester' subculture. If 
countless hours of listening 
to melancholic indie pop 
has taught me anything, it's 
that people, and in particular 
teenagers have enormous 
problems with fitting in and 
forming an identity. So here's 
this wonderful medium called 
music that is able to unite 
these social misfits and give 
them a sense of belonging. 
In the case of 'Scenesters', 
it was music pertaining to 
the genres of Emo, Indie and 
Punk in the Southern regions 
of California that lumped 
them together and formed 
a certain subculture. On the 
other hand, as I mentioned 
earlier, music also has the 
ability to divide groups, 
which is also a main feature 
of 'Scenester' subculture. To 
establish a collective identity, 
a group must have things 
that are viewed as similar or 
shared. What they must also 
have are shared views on 
things that distinguish them 
from other visible groups. In 
the case of the 'Scenesters', 
it was the mainstream. 
According to 'Scenesters', 
they were nothing like their 
teenage counterparts in 
the mainstream. They were 
unique, had better taste in 
music, had cooler clothes, 
and essentially conformed 
to 'better' trends. But just 
like the mainstream has 
its heroes and villains that 
shape what's good and bad 
in their culture, so do the 
'Scenesters'. And who better 
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to be a hero than the idolised 
musician, the creator of the 
music that bonds together 
this culture. The perfect 
archetype for a male hero 
is presented - the tortured 
musician who also has trouble 
fitting in, talking to girls, 
playing sports, etc. Already, 
the archetype distastes 
traditional gender roles 
built into it. Now all that is 
needed is the contemporary 
musician to flesh out the 
skeleton. Essentially the hero 
remains the same, however 
he takes on various forms 
that inevitably influence the 
'Scenester' subculture on 
a typically superficial level. 
Take for instance the influence 
of Rivers Cuomo, the front 
man for 90s alternative/indie 
band Weezer. How many 
boys did you see with those 
Buddy Holly glasses? A shit- 
load (and ironically, Cuomo 
even wrote a song about the 
infamous accessory). What 
Cuomo did was made it 



okay (and damn trendy) 
to be the nerdy, non-jock, 
non-masculine fellow. But 
as Weezer decreased in 
popularity (undoubtedly you'll 
hear from one 'Scenester' or 
another that the lads 'sold 
out'), a new hero was needed 
to fill the void. Enter Conor 
Oberst, the 'genius' behind 
Nebraskan band Bright Eyes 
(and if you haven't heard of 
them - don't fret - that's the 
point - 'Scenesters' like their 
music 'abstract'). Oberst fills 
the role perfectly - he's that 
little bit nerdy and feminine, 
writes songs of his angst - 
the quint-essential outcast 
for the 'Scenesters' to follow. 
After all the boys ditched 
their horn-rimmed glasses, 
they adopted Oberst's 
hairstyle - the black, 
straight, 'Emo cut' - and his 
style - the tight, tight jeans 
(often referred to as 'Girl's 
Jeans') and the T-shirt that's 
two sizes too small. Again, 
these looks differed from 
what was thought 
of as masculine 
and Oberst had 
successfully 
influenced this 
subculture to 
reject traditional 
gender identities, 
whether he's 
aware of this 
or not. So 
here's a theory 
with a possibly 
explanation 
of where this 
rejection of 
traditional 
gender roles 
in 'Scenester' 
subculture could 
have come from. 






In an aim to wrap this article 
up, I think it's vital to point 
out that I'm not condemning 
this rejection of traditional 
male gender roles. To be 
honest, I don't think it's any 
of my business - how people 
choose to express themselves 
in terms of identity and image 
is up to them. If applying 
black eyeliner gives you a 
feeling of belonging, great, 
I'll treat you to a pencil the 
next time Maybelline has a 
sale. However, what I have 
noticed is that there is an 
apparent lack of gender roles 
in this Internet subculture. 
I have tried to provide 
a possible explanation 
of why this is so. So go 
out, find your subculture 
and belong - whatever 
gets you through the day. 

-Chloe Persing 
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L. Voice of the (ANU) people 

Unknown (Forgot to Ask) 

V-/ v_J Mv ^ JL JL V k Um, I don’t know actually (laughing) I haven’t really thought 

about it. I’ve been studying too much to really think about it. 

2. Are you serious (laughing)? Um, I’m sure they will go ahead. 

This issue for our VOX pop we couldn’t think of I’m sure they will, um, as to them being better, I hope we've 
an issue big enough to devote three questions to come a bil lunller than the first modem Olympics (laughing) than 

(that hasn’t been covered to death already) so Toh, hltmiverS'week isn’t it? rd probably change the 
we decided to give it a theme - anniversaries. questions, hey guys? What’s this for? I’ve just started here. 


1 . Saturday was the first anniversary of the war in 
Iraq. What do you think is the good and the bad, if 
any, to come out of it? 

2. Yesterday was the anniversary of the first modem 
Olympics in Athens. Do you think this year’s Athens 
games will be as good, considering the problems 
they’re having? 

3. Today (26 March) is the anniversary of the election 
of president Vladimir Putin. Do you know who that 
is? 


1. One of the good things is obviously how Saddam Hussein is 
not leading Iraq any more, and, um, to an extent a democratic 
government has been set up or will be set up there, or is a 
chance to be set up there. 

Michael 


* ; ; 

. 

Ik p.k * 


1. The good and bad things that came out of the war? Um, good 
things, we know what John Howard’s really like, he can’t keep his 
promises or anything like that, um, people of Iraq I suppose have 
been liberated I suppose, bad things, our troops won’t come home, 
um. 

2. Really. It’ll be interesting, um, how far behind are they? Weren’t 
we behind though? Well, I don’t think you could say it would be any 
better than the first one, we’ve got different events, women will be 
in there and stuff like that, and drugs I suppose. 

3. Putin? I don’t know, sounds French. 




1 . For good things, basically what he (Jeremy) said ... few bad 
things - people are dead obviously, and we’ve wasted a lot of 
money. 

2. I think it will be better to an extent. In what spirit will they 
be better? 

3. Premier of Russia. 
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Michael 


and "I don't have a name" (possibly Tom) 


I . Morally its not good but the 
connection with the US obviously will 
be stronger - that’s probably why they 
did it anyway and in general it was a 
v rung thing to do I think. Financially 
il may be better but in the long run it 
puts Australia more at risk and if you 

m but it 


do care about morals it’s wron 
[probably paved the way for 

^agreement with the l S. ; 

if they’re to 

make it, isn’t it? Nothing will be belter than Sydney. No, ! think Australia's' the best 
country at setting up sport events we've got money- Greece doesn't have that kind of 
money, and sporting culture that makes it easier to organise. Yeah, it’ll be interesting to 
| see what they do. 

> N (got in first) president of Russia. 






1 . Well I don’t think there’s anything really good about it.. .it might bruise the world 
economy... I don’t know, I don’t think there’s very much good about it, but, ah, I like to 
not be politically controversial, so I’ll agree with whatever you have to say. 

2. 1 don’t think it’s a very good question. I think that on the basis, I think that the whole 
idea of having a best, or better Olympics than the original Olympics is very subjective 
because um how do we know what the Olympics were like back then, ‘cos like lots of 
guys running around naked. Aren’t we talking about the ancient Olympics? I think it 
will probably be better ‘cos there’s more events so more people can win you know... and 
apparently they’re having female boxing for the first time so that should be interesting, 
so I’m all for it. 


Max Jeqanathan 


oving, experimental couple 


OW1 II 


see King a thirc 
deal. We want 


2003 f 


1. The bad to come out of it of course is that millions of 
civilians were killed. Um, and the good to come out of it is 
that 2 incompetent right wing governments will have their 
term ended as a result of it, No.l Saddam Hussein, No. 2 John 
Howard. 

2 “The Olympics always rocks. A bunch of athletic and muscly 
stereotypes flirting, frolicing, lifting and performing. ..why not? 
I think planet earth needs the Olympic games regardless of how 
successful they are. It’s the only time people from all over the 
world can be in the same city as each other without massacring, 
discriminating or bombing each other. Sure, Athens may only 
have half a stadium and one operating subway station. ..but it’ll 
all work out.. .this axis of the athletic must go on. ...Celebrate 
Humanity!” 

3. Isn’t that an ice-cream flavour? 


comes wi 


no-one wi 


e comp 


ms soun 


get jealous, 
kind of thin 


ware 


section o 


tie campus 
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Jpdrts.union@anu.edu.au / y n VOUf mafKS, bet Set, bU... 

^Building 19 : welcome to the first edition of 'The Pulse”. Your first stop for ANU Sport & Rec updates. Get ready because 'The 

■ W : : Pulse" will now appear in every edition of Woronl, providing you with info on what is happening with each of our 

® M sport & rec clubs. You’ll find great individual and team achievements, match scores, club and uni games updates 

jf 1 and much, much more. So read on and ...get YOUR pulse racing! 

W* ,Jj Rowers Surge Ahead in 40th Year of ANU Boat 


The Pulse 


To get yours racing y 

For all your ANU Sport & Rec Updates 


, Get set, GO.. 


The ANU Boat Club in its 40 ,h year has much to celebrate on and off the water. 2004 saw 
ACT Academy of Sport scholarships handed out to ANU rowers Dan Coombes, Jim Crouch, 
Jessie Foran, Clare Lutton, Chris Ritchie, Ben Southwell and Mack Wilcox. ANU Coach 
Katrina MacKenzie also received an ACTAS coaching scholarship. Performances were 
exceptional by all members at ACT local regattas, while the club won 12 medals at the 
NSW Championships. In addition to winning four silver and a bronze at the National 
Championships in Victoria, many ANU rowers were selected in ACT teams for the final day 
of racing including the men and women’s youth eight, men and women’s senior eights, and 
men’s lightweight four. Solid performances were seen from ANU rowers Will Bateman, 
Rob Roper, and Yasmin Burraston. Clare, Jessie, Jim, Mack, and Chris have been invited to 
compete for selection in junior and U23 Australian crews in early April. 

Each year ANU races the UC, ADFA, and RMC in the Disher Cup Regatta on Lake Burley 
Griffin. ANU has both men and women's crews racing in fours and eights which can be 
watched from Yarralumla bay near the water police on the morning of Saturday 17 April. 
A ball is held during the evening. During 0-week, the club welcomed many new members. 
ANUBC will have a huge contingent at the University Games coming up later this year. The 
40 u ’ Anniversary celebration was held on Saturday 20 March at the National Museum after 
the first day of the ACT Championships, where old and new members were able to meet. 

If you are interested in giving the sport a try. our Shed is located on Sullivans Creek (a 
short walk down the bicycle path from Burgmann College). We welcome anyone of any 
skill level, coxes and coaches. Rowing is a great way to keep fit and healthy, while you 
can train in either the morning or afternoon as many times as you wish. The club 
newsletter is available from the shed. For more information visit the ANUBC website 
http: .'clubs. anu. **du. au 'clubs 'ANU Boat Club — Chris Ritchie 


What about Ultimate Frisbee? 


i&C 1 vf. Ultimate Frisbee is a team sport, cross between netball 

I&: c ; . • .... r 

H * and American football. Netball because it’s non-contact 

f;' and you stop when you gain possession of the disc, 

v American football because the disc has to stay off the 
ground and you catch it in an end zone to score. 
P§|p % | |§i ; §4$|||| Ultimate is typically played as a mixed sport, but also 

fel ' • • ' - has womens and open competitions at the national 

wM ■ / i 

*»«5S " T. — X f 


Ultimate is a mainstream sport overseas in such 
countries as America and Europe. It’s fairly new to 
Australia and is one of the fastest growing sports. 
Ultimate has been part of the official Uni games 
schedule for 3 years. 

If you’re curious to find out more, come along to 
training fit's f rr o ! ) and try it out for yourself. We’re 
welcoming new players every week. Training is mainly 
just about finding out what the game is, learning all the 
funky throws and having a good time. 


5^1 You don’t have to be a member of ANUDE to play the 
|p league either, but members get discounts on numerous 
,,;4 events & leagues through out the year. Membership is 
. " : ! only S10, or $20 with a professional disc. 


Social League, Autumn 2004 

What: Mixed Ultimate Frisbee is open to 

complete beginners and experienced 
old hands. 

Where: Dickson Helds, Antill St, Dickson 

When: Wednesday nights, games starting at 

6.30pm. Runs from April 7 to June 2 (9 
weeks) 

Cost: $25 includes new AFDA EBF insurance 

coverage, fields, organisation, prizes 
and end of season event. 

Training 5:30pm - 7:30pm Thursdays at 

Willows Oval (next to Tennis Courts) 
(not compulsory!). 


For more info contact: 
peter.liddicoat@anu.edu.au 
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ANU Aikikai Aikido Club 


During January, the ANU Aikikai Aikido club was lucky enough to 
be asked to host Aikikai Australia's annual Summer School here at 
the ANU. Over 100 students came from around the country for a 
week of intensive training under the guidance of Sugano Sensei, 
8th Dan (8th level black belt). The Sports Hall was converted 
into an enormous dojo for the event. It was very successful both 
socially and on the mats, with one of the high points being the 
black belt grading of one of our own students, Slava. 


1 4. j. i I ^ ^ It * l . tici 




Aikido is a Japanese martial art based on the highest principals. Training, although vigorous and challenging, is 
done in a co-operative manner where students can test their own physical and mental limits in a safe, 
supportive environment. The ANU Aikikai Club is lucky to have a number of high ranking black belts teaching 
here, giving students the benefit of many decades of experience, with the added advantage of national events 
such as the Summer School, and the upcoming Winter School which will be held in Sydney in early July. 

Aikikai runs beginners courses starting in March and July Each year. Anyone is welcome to come and watch to 
see what Aikido is all about. Classes at the ANU Dojo are on: Sunday 5:15 - 6:45pm , Thursday 5:00- 6:00 and 
Friday 7:30 - 8:30. For more information , please contact Ruth on 6251 1305 or Margaret on 6286 4577. 


ANU Cricket Club News 


The ANU Cricket Club offers cricketing and social opportunities to ANU students, staff, graduates and others. 
During the 2003/04 season, cricket with the ANUCC was enjoyed by more than 100 members who took part in 
one or more of the seven men’s grade competitions and one women’s team. Apart from the grade competition, 
players took part in several social matches including a now annual match versus the Bradman XI at Bradman 
Oval, Bowral. 

On-field, it was a successful season. We finished second in the ACT Cricket Association Club Championship and 
our Second XI played In a grand final at Majura Oval on March 27-28. 

The ANUCC prides itself on the quality of its facilities and the standard of its play, but most importantly the 
ANUCC is a welcoming, sociable and encouraging Club where members can play to their standard and mingle 
with a great bunch of people. 

The club would like to thank everyone who contributed to the season including our players, the committee 
members and our sponsors, the In Blue nightclub. The 2003/04 season is just about over but if you are 
interested in playing next season, please visit our website (www.anucc.org) or contact our Secretary, Kris 
Alexander by email (hornets96@hotmail.com). 

Mixed Soccer Comp set to KICK OFF 

The ANU Football Club (ANU FC) will run the Mixed University Football Competition to provide opportunities to 
play football (soccer) at a social level for university students and their friends. 

There will be no training sessions, no coaches and no expensive registration fees! For just $50 per player you can 
enjoy a full season of football with your mates (male or female) on the ANU campus. 

Matches will be played at Fellows Oval (next to Chifley Library) on campus at the ANU. The competition will 
begin on Sunday, 2 May 2004 and conclude on 29 August. Matches will kickoff on Sundays at either 2:30 or 
3:45pm. 

Teams must register and pay their entry fee by Monday, 12 April 2004. Full details are on the ANU FC s website 
at clubs.anu.edu.au/clubs/ANUFC 

If you wish to register a team or have any queries, please contact Steven McIntyre on 6260 4000 (w) or 6257 0493 
(home) or by email at iuniorleague@soccercanberra.com.au 

Don’t Forget Eastern Uni Games 

The Arrive Alive Eastern Uni Games are fast approaching, with festivities set to kick off on 11 July in 
Wollongong! 5 days, 16 sports, 28 campuses and a not-to-be-missed social program, it would be a crime not to 
mark it on the calendar! Get into the spirit and represent the ANU at this year’s Games! For more info, contact 
the Sport ft Rec Association on 6125 2273! 


Stop Press... 


Just a reminder that the next ANUSRA AGM is scheduled for April 6, 6pm in the Multi Purpose Room 
of the Sport 8t Rec Association Building (Building 19, North Rd). This meeting is open to anyone that 
would like to attend. 
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Tfie (Butterfly Effect 


Interview bq Meqan McKeouqli 


m 


J So, * m unc * er absolutely no delusions as to how many people are actually going to read this 

interview, and even more so about the amount that will no doubt slam it down in disgust when they 
realise it has nothing in it about Ashton Kutcher or changing the folds of time. But for those 
of you who do... good on you! Support those new Aussie bands and a babbling "Almost Famous" 

^So, for a start, this interview almost didn't happen because technology is a cornucopia of 
fun and laughs. I guess I can hardly talk because I wasn't the one crawling on the floor trying to hook 
up multiple cords with 5 mins to go until the interview, and a phone that didn't do anything except exclaim 
l something about inept connection over and over (so impressed you didn't flip out). And basically, even after all 
* that, there ended up being no other way to record the interview except to hold a tiny mini-recorder up to the 
phone receiver, clank it around and hope that it recorded the responses (of a person who was, of course, a soft 
talker). As you can guess, it did not. It picked up static. It picked up the shuffle of a paper and a chair creak. It picked up the 
occasional “Pfff hh humpph". But that's cool. I'll take it in my stride, and hey the interview's here isn't it? Technology can't stop me. 

So, this is BASICALLY how the interview with "The Butterfly Effect" drummer Ben Hall went. For those of you not in the hard 
rock know, "The Butterfly Effect" are a Brisbane band who recently toured with the Big Day Out and heaps of other festivals, 
and will be playing here at the ANU on Saturday April 17 th . The rest of the outfit is made up of Clint Boge on vocals, Glenn Esmond 
on bass and Kurt Goedhart on guitar. With sold out live shows all over Australia, heaps of under-the-radar fans, a debut album, 
"Begins Here", which is raking in the acclaim and well received singles played regularly on Triple J, I don't think much can stop "The 
Butterfly Effect" at the moment either. 


■ M 






M: First off, thanks for talking to me! 

(B: ddo probfem, it’s great you’re s flowing interest in us! 

M: So, congrats on all your success and stuff so far, and with all the tours you've been doing since you launched your debut album, 
"Begins Here", which has gone really welL.You've been pretty busy in the last year, especially since August when the album came 
out, so how are you guys adjusting to it all? 

(B: Weff um...easify. (fiefiefie) (Before tfie afbum came out we were doing a Cot of five s flows and stuff anyway, traveling around, so we 
were used to doing a Cot before the a (bum, promoting and stuff. We’d sometimes p fay three shows a week, then maybe every weekend for 
a Cong time... so since then we haven’t had a week when we haven’t performed 

M: So you're used to that whole live music lifestyle now? 

(B: f DeflniteCy. 

M: What was it like playing at the Big Day Out? 

'B: Oh, it was so great. 1 mean the whofe vibe and everything... (insert Cots of enthusiastic things) ‘Andpfus Metaffica were there and 
that was such a rush for us, to bey faying at the same f estiva f... (there’s fots andfots of static-y sifence here and d know he’s saying 
something fengthy and interesting but d can’t remember...) 

M: So what would be your ideal place/venue to play? 

(B: TrobabCy the (Big (Day Out! ido, it was reaffy great. So defnitefy that again, for sure. 

M: Oh really? Any particular city? 

(B: (Maybe Sydney, or §ofd Coast because, you know, it’s home. (Except it’s boring being back there, we fike touring. 

J!L, 
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M: You guys played in the US in December, what was it like playing in New York and Los Angeles? Are US audiences different to 
Australian ones in any way? 

B: Weff, aff the stuff we did there was showcase sort of stuff with record company reps and they’re very hands folded, cfosed sort of a 
crowd, and ready hard to get through... and here it’s actuaffy peopfe paying and wanting to see us. We had just pfayed at 0-fomebake, 
so going straight there the next day from a reaffy hig, strong crowd to 100 company reps was different... 

M: Is it hard to juggle personal life and life as a band? 

B: Weff, our personaf fives are the band! 1 mean there’s no distinction there, our fives are touring and p faying... 

M: And that's OK? 

B: Yeah, 1 mean we’re aff reaffy pood friends and we get afong reaffy weff...(l wish 1 coufd remember this part! I’m sure it was 
something probing and insightfuf into the fives of touring bands and the troubfes and joys of the fife that they share...) 

M: And how DO you feel about sharing your name with an Ashton Kutcher movie? 

B: (hehehe) WeffQ guess it’s more ofapfug than something bad, so in that respect it’s 0%... but yeah, the dirty bastard stofe our 


name. 


M: A lot of labels and genres get thrown around in relation to categorising different sorts of music; how would you guys describe 
your sound? 

B: Oh, we don’t fike to. Q mean, if peop fe want to say 
we’re something and they hear us, 1 mean that’s 0 % but 
as fong as everyone makes up their own mind, we don’t 
fife to tef( peop fe...Td rather you guys hear us on the 
radio ana fabef us however you want. 

M: OK, fair enough... Well, you've certainly worked 
hard enough to get to where you are: what is it, do you 
think, that you guys seem to have that sets you apart 
from every other wannabe hard rock band? 

B: Tirst, 1 guess... (‘A'RCjBf! Something about other 
bands, music in genera f...) we just try to write good 
songs, and get them just right and we work on our stuff 
a (ot... Basicaffy not much except we want to make sure 
we know what we’re doing... 

M: You guys have been getting quite a bit of 
recognition: getting ranked #2 in the Best Australian 
Band category in Kerrang! magazine by readers, and 
#6 in the Best Gig/Tour category AND being one of 
their Top Ten albums, as well as being one of Rolling 
Stone's Top 50 Albums of 2003 and ranking well on the 
Triple J Net50 and Aria charts: do you celebrate or do 
anything crazy when you find out about it all? 

B: We pretty much cefebrate after every show! *1 think 
that’s part of the job, we have to have a few drinks 
afterwards, it’s what you do... 

M: Part of the lifestyle... 



B: It is, that’s right, fike, “Oh 1 thought that was great, 
fet’s go party”. So now we just start looking for them, 
just scour the magazines looking for any positive press 
so that we can party... 


M: For an excuse... 
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B: ! TxactCy ! 

i 

M: So what are the best and worst parts of touring all the time? 

B: Tim, the best part's probabCy the whoCe thing, and the worst is... going home. Like 1 saicf, it seems ready boring there, nothing to do, 
and we can’t wait to start up again. 

i 

M: You guys have a great rep for live shows, are there any "lucky" things you take with you or weird rituals you perform before a 
show? 

| 

B: t Um... ( hfo. ( his tones suggests he thinks the question is weird and that 9 assume because they’re a sort of hardcore band they are 
satanists or something... but 9 was Cooking for stuff Cike “9 DO have a Cucky bCue sock 9 wear” or “Yeah, 9 run infve circCes around the 
amp for buck”, 9 swear.) 

M: OK, well, you guys are an Aussie band, do you find there is a lot of support for up and coming acts here? 

B: Dm, 9 think there ‘IS, 9 mean, yeah, 9 do beCieve there is room there... 9 mean you Cook at...*] mean there is (something about the 
industry being hard to crack)... a lot of peopCe come up and ask... but yes, there is. 

M: So what advice do you have, if you have any, for up and coming bands hoping to make it in the harsh world of the music industry? 

B: Dm... write good songs! 9 mean it sounds easy, but it’s important. 

M: What are some of the goals you guys want to achieve this year? Things you're aiming for? 

B: 9de he, weCC, Big Day Out, was probabCy defniteCy one of the big goaCs that we’ve achieved this year 9 reckon, though that was the 
start of the year. ..it’s good to overCap, because that was sort of a goal for Cast year, and now we can say it was a goalfor this year as 
weCl. But defniteCy overseas, defniteCy trying topCay overseas some more. 

M: OK, well, any final words? 


B: idot ready... 1 think we’re... sorry where are you from again ? 



M; Canberra... you're playing here on Saturday 17 th of April at the 
ANU I'm pretty sure. 

B: Oh, 09 C great... 

We’ll be a good audience for you. 

B: Oh, weCC that’s never aprobCem, Canberra audiences are aCways 
reaCCy great... we’ve been there before andpCayed at another pCace, not 
Wml, another ‘Uni maybe? 

M: UC? 

B: Bfo, something with a coCour... 

M: The Green Room? 

B: Yeah, yeah. ..no, um not ‘fhe (green ‘Room. ..it was the... 9-CoCy CjraiC. 

i M: Oh OK, yeah. Well, thanks very much for talking to me and good 
j luck with everything! 

B: ‘T’hank you ! 

So now, still with a permanent crick in my neck from holding the 
thing against the phone and a headache from playing my own voice 
at an obscene sound level to make out two tiny snippets of mouse 
reply from Ben Hall, I hope you guys (those of you still reading this) 
appreciated it. 

NOTE: A lot of his answers were a lot more articulate and detailed, 
but my memory simplifies things as much as possible. Hey, I still 
liked writing this though... ' 
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IMPROVED 


FOR STUDENTS 


service 


There has been an upgrade to the photocopiers and Information Commons printers in the Library buddings. 
Printing wili be even more reliable and much faster, and the network communications are much improved. 


A standard price for printing and photocopying applies - 11 cents per A4 print or copy. These charges are set 
at a cost-recovery rate, so the price for photocopying for 2004 has actually been reduced from 13.2 cents 
per copy. 


Printers in laboratory spaces are not yet included in this system. I hey continue to provide "tree" printing with 
the users supplying their own paper. Existing "bring your own" facilities in Library buildings also remain. Some 
of these services will be upgraded to the more reliable pay for print system throughout the course of the year. 
A timetable for any such upgrades will appear on the Information Commons website with advanced notice. 


http://infocommons.anu.edu.au 


THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY 


BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE DIVISION OF INFORMATION 
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The Housekeeper (Une femme de menage) 

Directed by Claude Berri 

Rouslun Churches saw The Housekeeper at Electric Shadows in Civic 


Jacques, played by Jean-Pierre Bacri, is a middle age Parisian music engineer tired of life and heading 
soundly into a deepening rut having been left by his wife for another man. He works by day, smokes strings 
of cigarettes in his apartment at night and to socialise dines at a local restaurant somewhere in between. 
Jacques’ steady companions at the restaurant don’t make for uplifting company: one has just lost his wife and 
the other’s husband left her in similar circumstances. In an effort to move on, Jacques hires a housekeeper, the 
20-something Laura, ...Milie Dequenne, to sort out his messy apartment. After working a few shifts, Laura asks 
to move in and the ensuing sexual tension threatens to disturb Jacques’ greying lifestyle. The Housekeeper's 
laid back pace, bubbling sexual tension, sufficiently interesting characters and pleasant French setting make it 
an easy film to watch. We can never quite tell Laura's motives throughout the movie and her seemingly telling 
but ultimately cryptic expressions keep us curious as to her thoughts. Jacques’ acquiescence in Laura's small 
requests but muted holding out for what he knows to be the reality of the situation makes for continuing drama 
in the developing relationship. The Housekeeper raises a few understated questions and itis ultimately just a 
nice, semi art-house French movie with some convincing and well-thought things to say. 


The Vines - Winning Days 

Sam Lonard 


jSrvisma write^%. 

Mr reviews? Of course 
you do! If you see, hear or^^ 
¥ read something you love (or 1 
r hate), jot down around 150 words’ 
about it and send it over to us at 
woroni.articles@anu.edu.au . or slip it 
Lin our contributions box. Make surei 
|you include a rating out of 5, andj 
%your name so we can give you M 
%he glory and acclaim thaU^ 
^% fi you truly deserveLg$F 


As a band, The Vines are growing up in quite a difficult time within the music industry. Heaped 
into the ‘Retro Rock’ category along with countless other bands, and hyped up more than the J 

millennium bug, The Vines' debut effort Highly Evolved set them apart from the pack, and assured & 

them of continued, albeit unwanted, media probing. Combine the overload of media pressure with the ffi 

faltering inter-band relations, and you get the recipe for a potentially explosive second album, one full of i! 

tension, experimentation and brilliance that only a band on the absolute edge can produce. Winning Days i 
provides us with very little of any of these characteristics, and instead continues in pretty much the same 1 

vein of Highly Evolved. First single ‘Ride’ and ‘Animal Machine' get 

the album to a d uick > yet bland start, with both tracks lacking the 
heart and grunt that made tracks like 'Get Free' and ‘Outtathaway’ instant 
p) favourites. Title track ‘Winning Days' provides a refreshing change on the 

album, and the inclusion of live favourite ‘F.T.W’ ensures the album finishes with 
a ban 9- The Vines have become renowned for heavily wearing their influences on their 
sleeve - and apparently undeterred by these claims, strong hints of Nirvana, The Beatles and 
even Soundgarden are more obvious than ever on Winning Days. The music may not have 
^ changed a great deal, but Craig has learnt to use his uncanny gift for harmonies to spectacular 

effect. ‘Autumn Shade II’ is the prime example of this, with its soothing melodies and haunting 
harmonies merging to form a strangely satisfying and beautiful song. On a whole though, Winning 
*) Days lacks the hooks and consistency that made Highly Evolved such a great cd. Winning Days is a 

slightly disappointing follow up to its more accomplished predecessor, but the handfull of tracks that really 


Centipede, Big Heavy Stuff and Bluebottle Kiss 

A^Bar^aturday 20th Ma^^04 J 1 

Tie night kicked off with the notypry well known (atjpast I’ve never heard 6 
p^ece bend with .the usual drums^uitars arid vocals, but also make use of g 
through their songs, but the majority of the |pund is still live. They were a iiti 
lajhge, for not gettirig up and dandf% but; their efforts were still appreciated^ 
tq the failure of their rriain vocalist'syoice bO)||p'.Come to the party. They fi|i 
dedicating a song to the 33 people who saw them last time' they were here j 
still sounded pretty good, if a bit scratchy. The final band and highlight of'me 
the bar was getting a bit hot anid stipky, and a large part of it stood at the fro 


e |i^rg e repbrts of those; wh- 
heir current tour. A very . good night oubMw: ^ ' j 
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The Fog of War: Eleven Lessons from the Life of Robert S. McNamara 

Directed by Errol Morris 
Review by Jeremy Smith 
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THE FOG 
OF WAR 


If ‘history 1 had something to say to politicians around the world what would it be? The beautifully edited 1)1 11 sJs> s > f M<:NAMAtiA ' 

and put together The Fog of War, by Errol Morris, is dauntingly relevant today for anyone interested in 
world politics. It is ‘history’s’ lessons on war and human nature as recorded in an interview with Robert 

S. McNamara, known by most for his years served as US Secretary of Defence from 1961-1968. 

Accompanied by White House Archive audio tapes, footage of WW2 and Vietnam, and Morris’ own stunning 

shots used to compliment McNamara’s story, The Fog of War has a brilliant aesthetic that goes hand in * p|[ | k ^^M p!j^CT:BnEa:!‘ , 
hand with the documentary’s intellectual content. People may be sceptical as to just how honest McNamara S |||1 
is in his accounts. Some may believe he downplays his responsibility in Vietnam, or tried to make excuses H |flf| J! THE FOG 

for America’s fire bombing tactics against Japan in WW2, however, I myself must partly disagree with 1 |r- OF WAR 

such allegations. Filmed two years ago when McNamara was 85, his quote from T.S. Elliot, “We shall not Jgjj; * w *~«sr«2r2S 

cease from exploration, and at the end of all our exploring, we shall arrive where we started and know 

the place for the first time " explains where he sees himself today. It portrays a man who is frank about his jl| <wl ''■en- 
actions and has obviously reflected on what time has had to tell him. There are, however, discrepancies | ^ 

and inconsistancies in what he says over Vietnam leaving one to sit and think about what has happened. m 

The result is that when The Fog of War is viewed in the context of US foreign policy, all one can think is 
that the fog of war must be thick, war itself must represent the limit of human reason and rationality. It really 

is beyond human understanding as McNamara puts it. Maybe it is this lack of understanding that draws the human race towards war. Maybe 

T. S. Elliot is correct, we do not know war yet, and we shall not stop exploring it until we do. However, are we forever doomed to live in such a 
vicious cycle? McNamara asks that the human race think a lot more about killing: “Is that what we want in the 21st Century?" But sitting here 
watching The Patriot and Mel Gibson running with the American flag in a screen shot that is uncannily similar to Joe Rosenthal’s Pulitzer Prize 
winning photo, Iwo Jima Flag Raising , I fear that killing might remain a permanent feature of the ‘Free World’ whilst George W Bush and the US 
remain at the helm. So when Morris accepted his academy award earlier this year and said, “40 years ago this country went down a rabbit hole 
in Vietnam and millions died. I fear we’re going down a rabbit hole once again. And if people can stop and think and reflect on some of the ideas 
and issues in this movie, perhaps I’ve done some damn good here", let us hope that the future generation of US politicians were all present. 

&&&&& 

Vast - Nude 

Tom Elliot 

A lot has changed in the four years since Vast released their second album Music For People, but from 
listening to their latest effort Nude, you wouldn’t really know it. Like both albums before it, Nude takes a while 
to get into, but even from first listen, it becomes clear that this album has a lot less to offer. Main-man Crosby 
has a gift of adding a certain charm to the simplest of songs, but this time round he has a bit of trouble getting 
it through. ‘Tourqoise’ gets the album off to a pretty strong start, but the album loses its way a bit in the 
middle section, with songs like ‘Winter in my Heart’ and ‘Ecstacy’ really relying on powerful choruses to make 
up for mediocre verses and general structure. ‘Candle’ is definitely the highlight of the album, and it shows 
just how good Crosby can be when he really puts his mind to it. Vast are well known and recognised for the 
heavy production that usually accompanies their albums, so it’s a huge gamble that the closing track ‘Desert 
Garden’ is an honest, stripped down ballad, with just Crosby, his guitar and a little tape hiss to boot. It’s a very 
bold move, and although it steps a little close to Radiohead, it comes off. Overall, this is a rather solid album 
in parts, but Crosby sticks too closely to his usual formula for it to offer anything new. 

The Last Juror 001/2 

By John Grisham 
Review by Stefanie Panok 

I have often heard it said that John Grisham novels are riveting pieces that keep the reader turning pages until all hours. If that’s true, then his 
latest novel - The Last Juror- has not kept in line with previous standards. The novel is a leisurely read that hones in on its characters and the life 
of a small southern town. Beginning in 1970 amidst the turbulence of the Civil Rights movement and the raging Vietnam War the book focuses on 
the Mississippi town of Clanton and its interesting citizens. A 23 year old Yankee who moves to Clanton as the 
new reporter for the weekly paper The Ford County Times is the novels central character. It is Willie, months 
after his move, who finds himself owner and reporter of all things pertaining to the Town, including the rape and 
murder of a widow witnessed by her small children in Clanton. Thus begins Willie's coverage of her murder - 
the trial of a Danny Padgitt and his subsequent outburst of rage that sees all the jurors on the case threatened 
with death if he is convicted. Padgitt is however convicted and later released. It is upon his release that the 
retribution begins and the plot twists and turns in true Grisham style. Quite unlike his other works, Grisham 
does not allow the plot to entirely drive the novel. Instead it is used as almost a point of departure from which 
the reader is able to learn the history of the town and its citizenry. It is also a chance for Grisham to provide 
the reader with more than the usual ‘murder, trial and conviction’ story. While not central to the plot, the book 
does at times focus on the devastation of the Vietnam War, the subsequent drug problem that is beginning to 
surface as a result, the corruption of a legal system that can still be bought and the desegregation crisis that 
is still enveloped in a climate of fear and violence. With so many side issues the novel almost appears to drive 
the reader toward a conclusion that ultimately the only person who delivers final judgement on our actions is 
ourselves. Grisham’s book does not require much effort to read. For those that enjoy the occasional surprise 
outcome the novel certainly delivers that. Try however, not to be disappointed or question why everything is 
tied up in the last twenty pages when an entire chapter previously is devoted to a drunken man who falls from a 
second-story window. 
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Black Grass - 
Grass 

Jeremy Smith 


Black 


Cast a critical ear to 
the sounds of Black 
Grass - Mex and 
Carl Faure - and see 
if you can come up 
with something other 
than, “I don’t like that 
kind of music...". It’s 
difficult to classify 
this album under any 
specific genre as 
it contains a mix of 

Hip-Hop, Nu Jazz, Chillout, Jungle and 80s Grooves that are 
reminiscent of Herbie Hancock's Future Shock. In a certain 
way it is comparable to Goodbye Country (Hello Nightclub) 
by Groove Armada, just a little harder, a little more 80’s and 
more jazzy in parts, with a lot more Hip-Hop. The result is an 
interesting musical journey with a couple of DJs from England 
as your tour guides. You might think that these guys are lucky 
to have even produced an album considering the tensions that 
could arise between a 31 year old Hip-Hop DJ and a 21 year 
old Nu Jazz / Dance DJ, however, it seems that Brighton based 
Black Grass have come up with a combination that has the 
critics raving. With tracks featuring artists such as Black Twang 
on 'Easy', Super Tc Iz (son of Afrika Bambaataa) on 'Bang' and 
Australian vocalist Ra Khahn on The Finest Thing’, the MC 
line up is enough to make anyone ‘Nice up and Dance', When 
combined with the jazzy drive of 'Score' and the Jungle rhythms 
of “Reprise”, Black Grass have certainly set a high standard with 
their self titled debut album. 
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Thirteen 

Directed by Catherine Hardwicke 
Review by Dave Ryan 

Director Catherine Hardwicke’s challenging coming-of-age drama Thirteen 
presents a bleak view of what it is to be a teenage girl. Loosely based on the 
experiences of sixteen year old co-writer and anti-heroine Nikki Reed, Thirteen 
documents the risk taking behaviour of early adolescence, following its two girl 
stars as they get high, shoplift clothes and blow boys. From its opening scene 
featuring Reed and good-girl star Evan Rachel Wood punching each other 
to see if they can still feel pain through 
their drug haze, Thirteen tracks the story 
of Tracey (Wood), a straight-A student 
who falls in with the wrong crowd when 
she enters junior high and proceeds 
to self-destruct under the influence of 
wild child Evie (Reed). Tracey's violent 
rebellion against everything in her 
life from her parents (Holly Hunter is 
brilliant as Tracey's reformed alcoholic 
mother Melanie) to her socks results 
in her entering a downward spiral of 
falling grades and broken relationships. 

However the most disturbing aspect of 
thirteen is its apparent basis in fact. The 
behaviour that both its stars engage in is 
confronting and scarily believable, and 
raises questions as to what our society 
is doing to prevent young adolescents 
from engaging in behaviour that will have 
long term implications for their physical 
and emotional health. Thirteen shows that while young people need to make 
their own choices, there must be some parental support structures in place to 
protect them from themselves. Tracey’s desire for a strong father figure was 
interesting in the framework of what was otherwise a female dominated film, 
and gives credence to some of the arguments in the recent public debate on 
male teachers. Thirteen features strong performances from its female leads, 
with Wood in particular appearing to be a star in the making. Reed’s personal 
experiences shine through in her acting, and she manages to convey the 
experience of a thirteen year old girl with an immediacy that adds much to 
the emotional power of the film. Thirteen is a confronting and often 
disturbing film, and makes for compelling viewing. 
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The the emotional power ot the rum. Thirteen is a confronting and often 

Butterfly Effect disturbing film, and makes for compelling viewing. 

Directed by Eric Bress and J. 1 / 2 

Mackye Gruber 
Review by Joe McNamara 

Dude, Where's My Past? I wanted to like this movie, I really did. It had a weird, time- 
travelling premise, a great soundtrack and a pretty poster with skulls cleverly worked into a butterfly- 
wing pattern, so it should have been good. But no, stupid Ashton Kutcher had to get involved and ruin 
it, didn't he? In the spirit of fairness, I'll start with the movie's good points. The plot, which is almost one 
of those 'l-can’t-really-say-what-happens-without-ruining-it' efforts, moves along quickly enough that the 
movie is never boring, and unlike certain other recent time-travel movies, actually makes sense the first 
time you see it (I know, amazing, isn’t it? Here I was thinking Donnie Darko had killed the entire genre.) It 
also does a decent job of setting up a sick, crazy and violent worldview in the first few minutes, so much 
so that by the end of the movie the audience wants nothing more than to go home, have a long shower 
and wash away the graphic violence and almost-but-not-quite-kiddie-porn they've just been subjected to. 
Maybe it's just that I'm writing this in a Developmental Psych lecture, but it seems to me that this movie 
is really hard on its child characters. There's sexual abuse, torture, serious violence and more than one 
murder of or committed by these kids- by mainstream movie standards, this is sick indeed. Anyway, I’m told some people like that sort of thing, and 
while we’re not talking Se7en here, if you like twisted movies then you’ll probably appreciate this. So, that’s the good. The bad bits of this movie, 
however, can be summed up in two words: Ashton bloody Kutcher. The central character (who’s name I've deliberately repressed- he was that bad) 
is incredibly unlikeable and impossible to sympathise with. He was such an arrogant, manipulative bastard, so utterly repulsive that even the 14- 
year-old girls who were watching the movie for his eye-candy value left with pained expressions on their faces. To be fair, there were at least two 
characters who were more vile than he was, but a) considering we’re talking about a paedophile and a serial stalker here, that’s not saying much, 
and b) they were villains and as such written to be unsympathetic. Now, I know what you’re thinking - “Surely that’s the fault of the scriptwriters 
rather than the actor?”- and I'd be inclined to agree, if it weren't for the fact that it’s simply a darker, slightly smarter version of every other character 
he’s ever played. He’s even wearing the same dopey grin from Dude, Where's My Car? for most of it, and I for one spent the first half of the movie 
waiting for him to turn to the camera and shout “Ha! We changed your past! You just got Punk'd!" So, in summary, if you want to see a well filmed, 
disturbing movie, go rent Se7en or Session 9. But, if you've already seen those enough times, and can put up with Ashton Kutcher, you’ll probably 
like The Butterfly Effect. 
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Cams & The True Believers 
Toast, Tues 23rd March 
Elise Burriss 


Wftm 




Last time Cams Thompson played in Canberra the dance floor was pumping, and so he 
decided to bring out a band so he wouldn't have to guts it out solo acoustically again. 

But this time there was more of a folky vibe. Seems like he can’t win. Although, for a 
musician such as Cams, without major label support & promotion, he’d be grateful just 
to play to such an appreciative crowd. After much endless touring & the launch of his 
5 th record, Long Nights are Gone, Cams seems to have finally settled into the touring 
scene, and with a new band, The True Believers, consisting of Noel Manyam (bass), Mo 
Wilson (keys) & Jason McGann (drums, ex-John Butler Trio), 2004 looks to be the year 
in which he puts the hard yards behind him. Cams demonstrated his mature songwriting 
& performance ability on Tues 23 rd March at Toast, where he began with some folk 
tunes to win over the crew that had shown up in support of Fred Smith. Then, when the 
True Believers joined him to mix it up with some rock, a bit of blues, some reggae, funk 

and even country, he truly won over the crowd, and had them dancing along as if they were long time fans. Cams has that ability to perform to 
anyone, anywhere, in a crowd of any size and still enjoy himself and make everyone else in the room have an even better time. He's so down-to- 
earth and honest onstage, that, particularly in the case of Toast where there are couches to sit on, you could walk away feeling like you had just 
witnessed him jamming amongst mates in his lounge room. Perhaps that is why he was able to record his latest album in his parents’ bedroom in 
a day and make it sound like a professional studio recording. From the catchy new single ‘Sweet Mondays', and the top-end reggae-ish ‘Broken 
Son’ to the funked-up ‘Seen My Baby Cry’ or the beautiful ballad of ‘Nothing is Still Nothing’, you’d be unlucky if you found just one song that you 
dug, because, like most that have had a taste of Carus’s music, you'll like it all. Check out www.carus.com.au for downloads of Sweet Mondays, 
Nothing Is Still Nothing and other songs from previous releases. Long Nights Are Gone is available now through MGM or www.musicplug.net. 




how to decide lor yourself 


Hugh Mackay 


Right and Wrong 

by Hugh Mackay, Hodder Press, 242 pages 
Review by Lucy dynes 


Jpif f 1 a ?r ^l Hugh Mackay is a psychologist and social 
I S i I | nr n researcher. In his latest book, he attempts to 

It I I I I C A provide the reader with a guide to making 

\ a / r— ^ s-\ n | moral decisions. This is not a particularly 

V V h k-/ I \J Vj well-written book. It makes a lot of irritating 

H pi references to “hard-line feminists" and is 

filled with entirely too much anecdotal 
evidence. It reads like an essay that’s 
been badly padded to meet the word- 

how to decide for yourself limit and real| y should have been 50 

pages shorter. Victim, though he is, 

of bad editing, Mackay does make 
some thought provoking points about 

H U Q h M 3.C kav the nature °f morality in the modern 

^ y society. Mackay argues that there is a 

close relationship between community 
and morality. He says that, “Our 
moral values spring directly from the 
experience of learning how to live 
with other people... we tend to behave more sensitively towards someone if 
we know we are going to see them again.” Mackay espouses the idea that the 
moral decay of a society is intrinsically linked to the decay of community as it I 

was once known. His argument is that to make moral choices, people need t 

to reconnect with their communities again because, “...the essence of any c 

moral code lies in the concept of mutual obligation." Mackay argues that the tl 

modern remedy of legislating immoral behavior out of society is destined y< 

to fail because to feel happy about what choices you’ve made you need to b< 

be sure that those choices involved a conscious moral decision. Remove or 

the element of choosing a moral path and you remove that happiness toi 

and reason to be moral in the first place. While I did genuinely find arc 

Mackay’s ideas interesting, I did feel he needed to credit his audience anc 

with more intelligence. He needed to go into more detail on his theories she 

on perhaps put them to the test. But there was a glaringly obvious flaw a PI 

to his thesis and that is that strong community cohesion has been at run I 

the route of some of humanity’s most immoral acts - take for example near 

national socialism and the Holocaust. There is some really interesting up a 

information in this book. It is interesting social commentary and a fan 

almost prophetic at moments in it's prescriptions for a better society. 

It’s worth wading through the anecdotal waffling to get to the point. 


Placebo - Soulmates Never Die DVD 

Sam Lonard 

Placebo have been on the scene for a while now, 
so it seems strange that they would make us wait 
so long for a live DVD. Thankfully they make up for 
this delay by releasing one of the better music DVD’s 
of recent times. Placebo at their peak on stage is a 
marvellous sight, and Soulmates Never Die manages 
to perfectly capture every move and mood of a live 
Placebo gig. The footage is top class, the sound is 
perfect and the performance can’t be faulted. The 
setlist itself is an impressive 21 songs long and doesn’t 
fall into the trap of consisting solely of singles like most 
music DVD’s these days. If you’re not a Placebo fan, 
Soulmates Never Die might not convert you into a Molko 
loving hippie, but it will definitely give you an idea of 
what ail those crazy Placebo fans have been on about. 
However, Placebo fan or not, everyone should make 
sure they get to check out the finale, a superb cover of 
The Pixies’ ‘Where 


is my Mind’, with 
none other than Frank 
Black himself lending 
a hand with the vocals. 
My only criticism is 
the omission of the 
classic 'Nancy Boy’ off 
their first album, but 
you can’t really blame a 
band for wanting to move 
on. There’s the usual 
tour documentary lurking 
around in the extras, 
and it complements the 
show perfectly. If you are 
a Placebo fan you should 
run like lightning to the 
nearest CD shop and pick 
up a copy. And if you’re not 
a fan... a brisk walk will do. 
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Blonde Redhead - Misery is a Butterfly 

Lucas Madington 

Right from the opening chords it becomes clear that Blonde Redhead aren't the band that they used 
to be. Once widely compared to Sonic Youth, Misery is a Butterfly shows Blonde Redhead embracing 
a more orchestral and dreamy landscape that is a far cry from their debut album, which coincidentally 
enough was released on Sonic Youth drummer Steve Shelley’s label Smells like Records. The album 
starts with the mindblowing 'Elephant Woman’, which perfectly encapsulates all that Blonde Redhead 
are aiming to achieve on this album. Unfortunately, this proves too big of a task to reproduce, and though 
some songs get close to getting the formula right, none revisit the intensity of ‘Elephant Woman’. The 
line that Blonde Redhead are walking with this album is a very fine one, and songs like ’Pink Love’ and 
‘Misery is a Butterfly’, although good songs, step slightly on the wrong side and seem a little too drawn 
out. ‘Melody’ and 'Anticipation' are both fine examples of what this band is capable of, and the more 
upbeat ‘EQWS’ is a perfect closer to a good album. Blonde Redhead have created a very moody album 
with ‘Misery is a Butterfly', and though becoming a bit repetitive at times, is definitely worthy of attention. 
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Girl with a Pearl Earring 

Directed by Peter Webber 
Review by Clare Sullivan 


John Butler Trio - Sunrise Over Sunset 

Adam Brodie-McKenzie 

X There's this musician right, and he complains all the time in his songs about Corporate and Government 
greed and the fact that "You can't eat your money”. This musician decides to fight the power by creating 
his own record label so that the big mean record companies don’t use his music to bulldoze trees. ..or 
something like that. Because it is his own label this means that this musician pretty much gets all the 
profits for the albums he creates. His last album is still at number 68 on the charts. His new album 
’’debuted at number 1 and has already gone platinum upon writing this review. It is a pity that Mr. Butler 
icannot eat his money or he would never have to worry about starving again. OK hypocritical grudge 
about John is over, now let’s talk about the new album that did, incidentally, come in at number 1. For 
those people who love the slide guitaring and "Fuck you Howard and Mass Media" jibes that JB is 
renowned for, then don’t fret, as there are still plenty of tracks such as Treat Yo Mama’ and ‘Zebra’ (Why 
the fuck that song is even on the album is beyond me. ..perhaps he was too busy playing Take for 4 
hours). That being said he has evolved beyond the slide guitar. ‘Peaches & Cream' sounds a bit like a 
Jack Johnson cover, possibly so John can make the next ‘Endless Summer’ compilation CD. However, I 
_i;must admit that the addition of strings in some tracks is a nice change (was he even using synthesised 
music? That’s not very natural John) and any track that has that banjo thingy playing is very cool. So, 
despite my griping, it is still quite a nice album. He was able to show a little depth. And congratulations 
again John on being number 1. Perhaps you can spend that money on BUYING food instead of trying to 
make a stir-fry with it. 
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Girl with a Pearl Earring... hmmmm. I prefer something a little more indicative. Something like, “Girl 
with a monosyllabic vocabulary” or “Girl with an iron deficiency” (Johansson’s lunar white complexion in 
this film could light up the entire room!). Set in 17 lh century Holland, Griet, aka ‘Girl’, is a young peasant 
girl who lands herself a position as maid and servant to the family of painter Johannes Vermeer (quite 
a lucrative career move particularly since she supports a terminally ill father, has no education and of 
course... no wealthy benefactor, damn it!) Vermeer, aka ‘He that must be obeyed ...and occasionally 
humoured for his fascination with glazing his paintings in cow piss’, takes quite a liking to his latest 
intern (sound familiar?) But poor, bewildered and unassuming Griet must tiptoe her way around the 
temperamental Mrs Vermeer, her mother and their antagonistic and conspiring children. Despite her 
efforts, Griet’s presence does not go unnoticed and eventually after a period of intense brooding 
between her and Vermeer (which represents two-thirds of the film!), Griet winds up becoming the model 
for one of his most famous and intimate paintings. It is here that the Pearl Earring bursts onto the 
scene, (much like Janet Jackson’s right breast), becoming the centrepiece of the painting and sending 
a brutal message to Vermeer’s wife, to whom the jewel belongs. Scarlett ‘bee stung lips’ Johansson is 
in her element as Griet: no dialogue, no smiling. She gets to be surly and dark. She gladly seizes the 
opportunity to throw every ounce of ‘animal caught in headlights’ at us it’s almost frightening. This is not 
Johansson’s best film: her acting is unconvincing and at times, overworked. Similarly weak was Colin ‘M 
Darcy’ Firth's effort as Vermeer. He seems to act within a well-defined box and needs to rid himself of the 
'brooding, lovesick bachelor' typecast. The main stand out is Judy Parfitt as Vermeer’s depressed and 
highly-strung wife, who delivers raw emotion and authenticity worthy of a mention. For the most part, the 
story drags like the belly of an overweight Beagle and whilst the painting is certainly intriguing, it seems 
that sophisticated audiences of the 21 st century demand more substance to narratives than merely 
slow character and plot development that never really come to fruition. Despite the cynicism, I enjoyed 
Girl with a Pearl Earring. The set design, costume and artistic direction are exquisite and together succeed in letting the viewer, for ninety 
minutes, be transported to an all but forgotten world. If you enjoy a film whose pregnant pauses and laboured character development make 
Days of our Lives seem like years, then you will love it. . . If not, stick to Titanic for a more exciting tale of a chick, an artist and a big fat jewel! 


- h»M 
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Liberation: Freedom from feet, females & fear of fluffy bunnies 

•• The Rape of the Foot 

| It is becoming increasingly obvious that the current era in the history of mankind exhibits a state 

of moral virtue which would make ‘Caligula’ look like a promotional film for the Festival of 


■ * do not t0 °ff en d the tender sensibilities of my readers, but most people at this university 

dress and act as though they had only recently left the set of the latest Traci Lordes motion 
llifc picture. Not that this is intrinsically detrimental to the quest for a higher plane of morality. The 

‘blue movie’ is, in actual fact, in the front line of the moral jihad. It is obviously preferable to such 
moral apocalypses as ‘I Dream of Genie’, ‘Happy Days’ and ‘Little House on the Prairie’, with their inherent themes of violence, right-wing politics 
and jingoistic narratives. Hitler would have used them as recruitment ads, for his brownshirts. Likewise, the more recent bellicosity of ‘7 lh Heaven’ with 
its perverted warmongery and incestuous themes needs no introduction as a harbinger of moral decay. 


The blue movie on the other hand is a delightful medium for moral rights. If a storyline can be found it will certainly not be political. It has no violence: 
with a great deal of human warmth, hugging and kissing - albeit in unusual places. For the medically inclined it has great educational value and, 
of course, for the animal lover it is de rigour. What more delightful sight can there be than a happy, well-groomed Afghan playfully romping with his 
mistress. It is utterly charming. As an added bonus, the current state of the art in this type of medium has realised the demand for the wildlife film, and 
has introduced all manner of small, furry animals to celluloid. Traci Lordes, always the champion of the underdog, has s tated that there will always be 
openings and a place for animals within her. However, I digress. ^ 


' K. 
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Moral decadence has become apparent in innumerable ways, all of which are merely 

symptoms of a far larger moral retrogression, that is, the rape of the foot. This new-found # 1 - -\ J0' 

promiscuity will do for morals what Hitler did for the Jews. ^ 

The foot is the most abhorrent of a long list of vile attachments to the human body, forever 

exiled to the farthest extremities, far away from the mind where it cannot contaminate the \ \ ^ 

intellectual animal. For the foot is an evil, lecherous personality, emitting a foul odour with jLr 

the unpleasant habit of kicking when alarmed (a symptom exhibited by no other part of 

the body). In many ecclesiastical circles it is said to be the mark of the devil; tinea being a )| 

remnant, and thongs an attempt at glorification of the cloven hoof. Doubters may scoff but .ffjL ** W * * 

it is undeniable that the foot walked Adam and Eve out of the Garden of Eden. 

Neanderthal Man, generally acclaimed as the lowest stage of human evolution had a small 

brain rendered to a mummified state due to his stooped posture, and thus close proximity to his own, and others’, feet. As evolution progressed, mankind 
eventually invented the shoe, a sturdy construction of leather and nails, needed to restrain the recalcitrant member. Thus, as the foot lost its hold upon the 
mind, man’s spine began to straighten allowing him to look horizontally at far more interesting and innocent members than the foot. Sex was invented. 

But, beware ! New evils are afoot, the foot is adopting a new stance (sometimes referred to as the foetal position by Latin scholars). Gone are the drab 
black and brown shoes, enter the multi-coloured bauble, the hedonistic running shoe. The wearers of these bright blue, yellow and red striped perversions 
are not even attempting to disguise the fact that they have feet. Nay, they are drawing attention to them in a neo-tribal ritual where thousands congregate, 
scantily clad to draw attention to the foot, numbered so that they know who they are (such is the influence of the foot), and run in a form of self-hypnosis 
which allows the foot to take over their minds entirely. This termed by some as a ‘fun run’, in which they attempt to find a Nirvana and total association 
with the foot. That is, death from exhaustion, blisters, or both. 

But the most virulent of the new vanguard of the foetal holocaust is the footballer. These neo-pagans are found in four main tribes (Rugby, League, 
Soccer, and Australian Rules) chanting obscenities and wearing spiked, steel-toed sado-masochistic footwear and little else, hurling their sweaty bodies 
at each other in an ecstacy of self-humiliation. Showing no hint of morals, they headbutt each others’ fists until one member is selected as the head 
wizard. He grasps a leather idol formed in the shape of a human head and kicks it through posts formed in a gross parody of a human torso. It is a simple 
yet fearsome display of an attempt at voodooistic antibirth; an attempt to force the human mind back into the womb and leave only the foot to rule the 
world. 


But stay, the moral forces on the side of truth and justice are rallying in the shape of the ultimate martyr, the ale imbiber. These often, almost 
tragically, youthful warriors mutilate their bodies with enormous quantities of liquid carbohydrates in an attempt to distend their 
abdomens to such an extent that they cannot touch their feet, some even succeed in obliterating their own and others’ feet from view.^pgi^ 
Strapless sandals and other sado-masochistic orgasm-promoting bundles hold no sway with these Titans, th^y are in their own 


special state of Nirvana, they are ‘blind’ to the hedonism of the foot. 

This is true martyrdom. 


(Matthew Crosbie) 
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Reporter: Smart Cookie 

Guest: Stephen Simphner MP (Liberal Party) 


ittfei i 


Smart Cookie: Hello and welcome to Short Sight for another week. We are 
joined this week by Stephen Simphner, Member for de Board in inner-Sydney, 
to discuss Australia’s success as a Federation and the future progress Australia 
may make as we move through a new century. 




SC: Mr. Simphner, I would like to ask you about your statement last Thursday, 
regarding your adulation towards Australia being the, and I quote, “only 
country to be bom without the catastrophe of war.” Now Mr. Simphner, do 
you agree that you made that comment on Thursday? 


SS: Yes Smart I do, I absolutely agree that I made that comment, and I’m 
proud to have said so. Australia goes down in the history books as the only 
country to have been bom without the horrible scar of war, whether it be a 
civil war or a battle between two or more antagonists. 




SC: OK Mr. Simphner, what then of the alleged invasion by ‘White Man 
of Australia and the subsequent killings of a great deal of the Aboriginal 
population? 




| igipfai Mcai 
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SS: I wouldn’t call a massacre an act of war smart, there has to be a battle 
where either side has a chance of winning; what Hitler did to the Jews in 
World War Two was not an act of war, on the other hand, what he did to the 
French and many other nations of Europe was. You see Smart, Australia was 
bom not of war, and that is something that we should all be proud about. 


■ • . 
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SC: So Mr. Simphner correct me if I’m wrong but are you admitting to, on 
behalf of your Party, white settlers in Australia being responsible for the near 
eradication of the Aboriginal people from this land? Isn’t that as much a slight 
on our nation’s history as a civil war, Mr. Simphner? 


SS; Well I’m not here to comment on particular events that allegedly occurred 
over a hundred years ago Smart, I’m simply not going to do that, it would be 
irresponsible of me and the Party to do that. 


If in Canberra Part II 


SC: But Mr. Simphner, that’s exactly what you just did not two minutes ago. 
You said that a massacre was not an act of war; so you have, in fact, said that 
it did occur. 


I’m not going to admit to admitting that Mr. Cookie, let’s move on and 
talk about why we are here. 

SC: I thought we were, Mr. Simphner? 


£&i Obviously we weren’t Smart, this is very tedious and I’m sure it is not 
very endearing to the viewers. 


SC: Alright Mr. Simphner. It appears that unfortunately we have run out of 
time and we thank you for coming on to the program to talk to us tonight. 
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It is obvious that whilst women’s liberation (an attempt to gain even 
more power over the oppressed male) has become a recognised force, 
men’s liberation has gained no publicity. Some men even look forward 
to this threat of even greater subservience. 


The extent to which men have become property to be used and left 
tattered and torn on the veritable toilet floor of society (like an old 
Playboy; that symbol of our ties to women) is shown in women’s 
speech patterns. Women talk of their boyfriends (note condescending 
‘boy’) and husbands (note ‘band’ - caught, bound) as being ‘my man’. 
The hymn to women’s liberation, ‘stand by your man’, also embodies 
this theme of ownership. The lines “give him two arms to cling to” 
and “something warm to come to” despicably advocate the use of the 
mother figure in an attempt to keep the man in an infantile state. Thus, 
he becomes submissive and is not allowed to develop a real personality 
or explore his perceptual horizons. 


Sex is yet another exploitation of men who are forced to endure 
the pain of sex so that women may have the pleasure of giving birth. 

A cunning play by the female to increase her vice-like grip upon the 
man whilst he is in a weakened state. Next came the discovery of the 
simultaneous orgasm - a difficulty akin to predicting the time taken 
for water to flow down a hose when you don’t know the rate, volume 
or length - and you didn’t turn the tap on yourself. Multiple orgasms 
followed (though of course, not for the male) with the resultant cry 
from the women that “the earth didn’t move for me!” this leaving 
a dishevelled mass of insecurity lying quivering between the soiled 
bedsheets. 


The final crushing blow came with the quiet and innocuous sounding 
term - ‘after play’. Now the man not only is forced to chase after the 
woman, spend exorbitant amounts of money so that he may be lured 
into bed; grope for hours in foreplay; sweat doggedly so that the woman 
can have multiple orgasms; have the sense of timing of Apollo XI on re- 
entry during simultaneous orgasms; and the acting ability of Lawrence 
Olivier, attempting to prove that the earth did indeed “move for me 
too”, but now! NOW! ! he has to cater for all his mistresses’ wishes just 
when all he wants is a Winfield and a quiet sob under the blankets. 
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Not for the male is the inevitable cry “not tonight, I have headache”. 
No! He must perform his nuptial duties - and well at that. For it is 
he who must please the women - no consideration is given to his 
enjoyment. Not for the male the eternal articles on orgasms. He has no 
Cleo or Cosmo to go to when he lies, lonely in his bed, crying softly to 
himself whilst the woman, satiated, sleeps blissful and uncaring. 


As if this maltreatment is not cruel enough, women’s magazines 
continually churn out articles on weaknesses in the male. At first 
‘foreplay’ - that insidious form of sexual harassment designed to 
guarantee the woman sexual fulfilment and the man premature 
ejaculation. 


Is it any wonder that men are forced to go out and drink so that 
intoxication can be an excuse for not having sex? I say to you fellow 
men, do not rise up, do not be firm, let’s not go to the seat of the 
problem! Get a grip on yourselves and withdraw from the gulf of 
inequality ! SOLIDARITY - make it a reality. 

Matt Crosbie is the President of the Men's Liberation Movement of Australia. 







following songs are ill-advised on the 
of the inhumation of one’s dearlu 
rted: 

•yj. , 

' , Give Me One Reason to Stau Here (Traceu 
Chapman.) 

‘Closer (Nine Inch Nails) 
in here (Nellip 
understruck (AC/DC) 

- - The Shame of Life (Butthole Surfers) 

f 

jj|bSix Underground (Sneaker Pimps) 

iHs 

Bitch (Meredith Brooks) 

t 

Steal my sunshine (Len) 
loutoftime (Blur) 


: Loss of job opportunity 
Performing Arts: Loss of humility 
Law: Loss of morality 
Science: Loss of sanity 
Philosophy: Loss of self 
Commerce: Loss of identity ? 
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COME IN & COMPARE OUR PRICES 


COACH & AIR TICKETS 
AUSTRALIA & WORLDWIDE 


BEST FARES AVAILABLE 


EQUAL OR BETTER THAN INTERNET 


NO BOOKING FEES 


PHONE CHARGE AVAILABLE 


Canberra Coach Terminal 

Jolimont Centre. 65 Northbourne Hue 


□ r 1300 733323 from outside Canberra 


ON NORTHBOURNE 


Suburban Stores 

Belconnen 

Rae Street 
Ph 6253 4646 
Erindale 
Gartside Street 
Ph 6231 6600 
Kippax Fair 
Hardwick Crescent 
Ph 6254 8066 
Weston 
Liardet Street 
Ph 6288 8439 

Food Court Stores 

Civic 

Canberra Centre 
Ph 6247 1622 
Tuggeranong 
Hyperdome 
Ph 6293 1330 
Woden 
Woden Plaza 
Ph 6282 1539 

Unbelievable Chicken - Awesome Chips 

Only valid on presentation of customer's currant ANU 10 Student Card. Offer valid to 31 December 2004 Offor cannot be used in conjunction with any abler special offer. Illustration for display purposes only. 


Medium to Large Value Meal 
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